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Evangelical Lutheran Church

St. Andrew Church’s “Why” Statement... To come together as a
worshipping community, nourished by God'’s love so that we may reflect
God'’s love to others. Adopted April 2023

May 12, 2024
Seventh Sunday of Easter
The gospel for Easter’s seventh Sunday is always taken from the long

prayer Jesus prays for his followers in John's gospel on the night before his
death, and always includes Jesus' desire that his followers will be one as
he and the Father are one. This oneness is not mere doctrinal agreement
or institutional unity, but mutual abiding, interpenetrating life, mutual love,
and joy. This oneness is the work of the Spirit whom we have received but

also await. Come, Holy Spirit!



+GATHERING+
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God.

WELCOME

PRELUDE The Summons Tune: Kelvingrove arr. M. Hayes

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the wellspring of grace,

our Easter and our joy.

Amen.

Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Allelvia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism,

let us give thanks for what God has done for us.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning

your voice thundered over the deep

and water became the essence of life.

Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers.

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day.
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea
into freedom’s land.

In a desert pool the Ethiopian official

entered your boundless baptismal life.

Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Allelvia!

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John

and anointed with the Holy Spirit.

By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection

you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love,



freeing us to live as Easter people.
We rejoice with glad hearts,
giving all honor and praise to you,

through the risen Christ, our source of living water,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN | Come With Joy

1 | come with joy, a child of God,
forgiven, loved, and free,
the life of Jesus to recall
in love laid down for me,
in love laid down for me.

2 | come with Christians far and near
to find, as all are fed,
the new community of love
in Christ's communion bread,
in Christ's communion bread.

3 As Christ breaks bread and bids us share,
each proud division ends.
The love that made us, makes us one,
and strangers now are friends,
and strangers now are friends.

4 The Spirit of the risen Christ,
unseen, but ever near,
is in such friendship better known,
alive among us here,
alive among us here.
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5 Together met, together bound
by all that God has done,
we'll go with joy, to give the world
the love that makes us one,
the love that makes us one.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE ACS p.31vs. 2
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1 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
2 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
3 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
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PRAYER OF THE DAY.

Let us pray.

Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the

powerful name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us
and your beloved world, that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and forever.

Amen.

+WORD+
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

CHILDREN'S BIBLE STORY TIME
Children may leave worship with the teachers for
Bible Story Time. They will return during the Hymn of the Day.

FIRST READING Acts 1:15-17, 21-26

In the days between Jesus' ascension and Pentecost, Peter oversees the process
whereby one of the members of the community of believers is chosen to be the
twelfth apostle, in order to fill the vacancy created by Judas's freachery and
death.

A reading from Acts

15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd
numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said, 1¢*Friends, the
scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold
concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus—
17for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this
ministry.” 21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the
time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the
baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of
these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 2350 they
proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus,



and Matthias. 24Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone'’s
heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the
place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go
to his own place.” 2And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on
Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalim 1
'Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
‘Their delight is in the law of the LORD,
and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.
‘They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due
season, with leaves that do not wither;
everything they do shall prosper.
“It is not so with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
“Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
°For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.

SECOND READING 1 John 9-13

God has borne witness to the gift of eternal life in Jesus Christ. Whoever believes
in the Son of God believes in the withess of God and has the promise of efernal
life.

A reading from John.

If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is
the testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. 1°Those who believe



in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not

believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony

that God has given concerning his Son. '"And this is the testimony: God
gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. ?Whoever has the Son has
life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.

13| write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so
that you may know that you have eternal life.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 174
We all sing

Refrain

| will not leave you orphaned, | says the Lord.* | am com- | ing to
you. Repeat refrain



GOSPEL John 17:6-19
In this reading the church hears Jesus’ words on the night before his death—nhis
prayer for his disciples and for all who would believe in him through their words.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus prayed:] ¢“I have made your name known to those whom you
gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and
they have kept your word. "Now they know that everything you have
given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me | have given to
them, and they have received them and know in truth that | came from
you; and they have believed that you sent me. ?l am asking on their
behalf; | am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those
whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and
yours are mine; and | have been glorified in them. "TAnd now | am no
longer in the world, but they are in the world, and | am coming to you.
Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that
they may be one, as we are one. ?While | was with them, | protected
them in your name that you have given me. | guarded them, and not one
of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture
might be fulfilled. 13But now | am coming to you, and | speak these things
in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in

themselves. 4l have given them your word, and the world has hated them
because they do not belong to the world, just as | do not belong to the
world. 15 am not asking you to take them out of the world, but | ask you to
protect them from the evil one. ¢They do not belong to the world, just as |
do not belong to the world. 7Sanctify them in the fruth; your word is

truth. 18As you have sent me into the world, so | have sent them into the
world. YAnd for their sakes | sanctify myself, so that they also may be
sanctified in truth.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Will You Come and Follow Me

1

"Will you come and follow me

if | but call your name?

Will you go where you don't know
and never be the same?

Will you let my love be shown,

will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown

in you and you in me?

"Will you leave yourself behind

if | but call your name?

Will you care for cruel and kind
and never be the same?¢

Will you risk the hostile stare,
should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer pray'r

in you and you in me?

"Will you let the blinded see
if | but call your name?

Will you set the pris'ners free
and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean,
and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what | mean
in you and you in me?

"Will you love the you you hide
if | but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside

ELW 798
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and never be the same?

Will you use the faith you've found

to reshape the world around,

through my sight and touch and sound
in you and you in me?g"

5 Lord, your summons echoes true
when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you
and never be the same.
In your company I'll go
where your love and foofsteps show.
Thus I'l move and live and grow
in you and you in me.

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotiten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.



For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray
for the church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

A brief silence.

A You sanctify us in your truth; your word is fruth. Send your church out
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into the world to spread your love and joy. Embolden all bishops, pastors,

and deacons to be faithful ministers of your word and sacraments.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

A Your creation groans under the strain of pollution. Preserve melting
glaciers and dwindling forests. Bolster those who work for climate justice
and help us all to be good and faithful stewards of your creation.

God of grace, hear our prayer.
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A Your people seek wisdom, understanding, and peace. Guide all those
who govern and inspire them to work on behalf of the most vulnerable in
our midst. Keep safe first responders, those serving in the military, and
those whose duty it is to protect others.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

A Your children need your loving care. Protect them from all harm.
Comfort those in any affliction especially Bill, Marge, Callum, Paul,
Charles, Steven, Johanna, Carole, Anna, Nancy, Tracey, Donna, Larry,
Denise, Roy, Lee, Charlie, Todd, Patricia, John, Ann, Vincent, Bob, and
those we name before you, on our lips or in the silence of our hearts.
Support those who grieve and bring solace to those near death.

(Pause for silence)
God of grace, hear our prayer.

A Your Spirit lives within us here. Inspire the work of this congregation and
unite us as one. Bless all the mothers in our midst, console those for whom
this day is difficult, and gather us all under the care of your loving wings.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

A Guide and nurture our Lutheran congregations in Bristol and Plainville
as we continue charting and discovering pathways of joining together in
proclaiming your Good News and building a servant community of
healing, hope and new life. Open our hearts and minds to visions of your
church for a new day.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

A Your saints dwell with you in light. Keep us ever thankful for those who
have gone before us in faith. Inspire us by their withess.
God of grace, hear our prayer.
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A Info your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected
and living Lord. Amen.

SHARE THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

+MEAL+
God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the
care of those in need.

CHOIR ANTHEM Shalom Dan Forrest

Peace, Shalom.
Peace | leave with you, peace | give to you:
Peace, Shalom.

Not as this world gives, | give to you, Do not be afraid.
Shalom, my peace | give to you, Shalom.
Peace. Shalom.



OFFERTORY HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful ELW 181
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Olffering Song
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Marty Haugen, b, 1950
Text © 1978 Lidheran Book of Worship. admin, Augsburg Fortress and music © 2004 Augsburg Fortress,

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray:

Risen One,

you call us to believe and bear fruit.
May the gifts that we offer here

be signs of your abiding love.

Form us to be your witnhesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Chirist,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the withesses of the
resurrection,

with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

16
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW p. 108
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.

Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
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Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all fo drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life info us.

Send us forth,

burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.



With your holy ones of all times and places,

with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God,

blessed and holy Trinity,

now and forever.

Amen.
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LORD'’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

You are invited to come forward to the front of the nave to receive the Meal.
The bread will be distributed by the Presiding Minister. Gluten free wafers are
available. Please ask. The wine, served in small glasses, can be received on
either side of the front. Also in each fray you will find glasses containing white
grape juice as an alternative to the wine. Return to your seatfs via the side aisles,
placing your empty glasses in the baskets provided along the way. In returning
fo your seats, pause to pray and give thanks for the life- giving graces you have
received in this holy meal offered us by the crucified-risen Jesus.

The risen Christ is made known to us
in the breaking of the bread.
Come and eat at God'’s table.

COMMUNION
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COMMUNION HYMN Eat This Bread ELW 472

Sing verse 1 repeatedly as a chant

Eat This Bread
Jesus Christ, Bread of Life

Refrain
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“Eat this bread,
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drink this cup,
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Eat this bread, drink this cup, trust in  me and you will not thirst.”

Text: Taizé Community

Music: BERTHIER, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994
Text and music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com.

800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

Je - sus Christ, ris - en Lord, those who trust in you will not thirst.
. o o
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you

in his grace.
Amen



POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray:

Shepherding God,

you have prepared a table before us
and nourished us with your love.

Send us forth from this banquet

to proclaim your goodness

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend.

Amen.

+SENDING+

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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BLESSING
LEADER
GES==—=c==—c==C ==
i
Let us bless our God: Praisc and thanks 10 you,
ALL B
Ee=s=c—o1c=— N
@p 2 T R—— a3 T g
May God. Cre - a - tor. bless us and Keep ws. may
e e
ig i- g .-—‘. \ _mm—_w—

Christ be cy-c¢r light for our lives, may the Spir-it of Love be our

4 — : ! ]  —— — “' ? !
é? eSS S SSESS S = = f. ]

S

"J‘

[
I
[
l guide and path for allofour days.
E
!

9- b : : g fe ; :
- — + . + — - + *
3 3 ; R ro :I

SENDING HYMN  Allelviq, Sing to Jesus  ELW 392

1 Alleluial Sing to Jesus;
his the scepter, his the throne;
Alleluial his the triumph,
his the victory alone.
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion
thunder like a mighty flood:
"Jesus out of ev'ry nation
has redeemed us by his blood."



Alleluial Not as orphans

are we left in sorrow now;

Alleluial he is near us;

faith believes, nor questions how.

Though the cloud from sight received him
when the forty days were oO'er,

shall our hearts forget his promise:

"I am with you evermore"?

Alleluial Bread of heaven,

here on earth our food, our stay;
Alleluial here the sinful

flee to you from day to day.
Intercessor, friend of sinners,
earth's redeemer, hear our plea
where the songs of all the sinless
sweep across the crystal sea.

Alleluia! King eternal,

Lord omnipotent we own;

Alleluial born of Mary,

earth your footstool, heav'n your throne.
As within the veil you entered,

robed in flesh, our great high priest,
here on earth both priest and victim

in the eucharistic feast.

Alleluial Sing to Jesus;

his the scepter, his the throne;
Alleluial his the triumph,

his the victory alone.

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion
thunder like a mighty flood:
"Jesus out of ev'ry nation

has redeemed us by his blood."
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DISMISSAL
Alleluial Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, May 12, 2024

Pastor Les Swenson

Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister of Music

Assistant Minister: Arlene Creswell

Lector: Terry Gustafson

Instrumentalists: Britt Lynch, Michael Beaudoin

Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Noah Galvin, Connor Pratt
Ushers: Donna Ropp, Rosemarie Tessman

Altar Guild: Nancy Carpenter, Emily Girard, Matt Girard

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #26763.

Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE with license #A-724528. All rights reserved.
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THIS WEEK'S CALENDAR

Tuesday, May 14, 2024

6:45 p.m. Hand Bells

7:30 p.m. Voice Choir

Wednesday, May 15, 2024

7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Easter Season Bible Study, “The Church’s Expansive
Mission...Stories from the Book of Acts,” via Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/818220065132pwd=QWpDazltQmdze UM2WIV 1
QTU2Y0Y3Zz09

Thursday, May 16, 2024

7:00 p.m. AA (Fellowship Hall)

7:00 p.m. Al Anon (Youth Room)

Sunday, May 19, 2024; Day of Pentecost

9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook)
10:30 a.m. Coffee Hour

ST. ANDREW LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRISTOL, CT

1125 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT

Church Office Hours: Tuesday — Thursday 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Church Phone: 860.583.5809

Email: churchoffice@standrewct.org

The Rev. Les Swenson, Transition Pastor, phone #: 860.857.9362
Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister of Music

Nicole Gergler, Church Administrator



