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Evangelical Lutharan Church

St. Andrew Church’s “Why” Statement... To come together as a
worshipping community, nourished by God'’s love so that we may reflect
God'’s love to others. Adopted April 2023

April 21, 2024
Fourth Sunday of Easter
The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to
life. It is the relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of
mutual knowledge and love, that gives the shepherd authority. The
shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his love. First
John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by the
example of sharing our wealth with any sibling in need.



+GATHERING+
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God.

WELCOME

PRELUDE Sheep May Safely Graze J.S. Bach

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the wellspring of grace,

our Easter and our joy.

Amen.

Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Allelvia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism,

let us give thanks for what God has done for us.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning

your voice thundered over the deep

and water became the essence of life.

Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers.

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day.
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea
into freedom’s land.

In a desert pool the Ethiopian official

entered your boundless baptismal life.

Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Allelvia!

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John

and anointed with the Holy Spirit.

By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection



you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love,
freeing us to live as Easter people.

We rejoice with glad hearts,

giving all honor and praise to you,

through the risen Christ, our source of living water,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Allelvia!l

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN With High Delight Let Us Unite

1

With high delight let us unite

in songs of sweet jubilation.

You pure in heart, all bear your part,
sing Jesus Christ, our salvation.

To set us free forever, he

is ris'n and sends to all earth’s ends
good news to save ev'ry nation.

True God, he first from death has burst
forth into life, all subduing.

His enemy now vanquished see;

his death has been death’s undoing.

“And yours shall be like victory

o'er death and grave,” says he, who gave
his life for us, life renewing.

Let praises ring; give thanks, and bring
to Christ our Lord adoration.

His honor speed by word and deed
to ev'ry land, ev'ry nation.

So shall his love give us above,

from misery and death set free,
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all joy and full consolation.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY.

Let us pray.

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us
into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be
whole. Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

+WORD+
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

CHILDREN'S BIBLE STORY TIME
Children may leave worship with the teachers for
Bible Story Time. They will return during the Hymn of the Day.

FIRST READING Acts 4:5-12

Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were
proclaiming the news of the resurrection to the people. In today's reading, Peter
is filled with the Holy Spirit so that he can proclaim salvation in Jesus’ name to the
religious authorities.

A reading from Acts

5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in
Jerusalem, éwith Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander,
and all who were of the high-priestly family. “When they had made the
prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what
name did you do thise"” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them,
“Rulers of the people and elders, °if we are questioned today because of
a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this
man has been healed, 19et it be known to all of you, and to all the people
of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from
the dead. ''This Jesus is



‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;
it has become the cornerstone.’
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 23 Shepherd Me, O God

Choir sings the verses, Congregation sings the refrains

Shepherd Me, O God

Refraim

Shep- herd me, O God, be - yond my wants, be - yond my fears, from
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I God is my shep-herd, so noth-ing shall T want, 1
2 Gent - Iy you raisc me and heal my wea -ry soul, you
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5 Sure-ly your kind-ness and mer-cy fol-low me  all the days of my lifc;
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“Text: Marty Haugen. b. 1050, based on Psalm 23

Music: SUEPIIERD ME. Marty [augen

Foxt and enusic © 1986 GIA Publications. Inc.. 704 . Mason Ave.. Chicago. I 60638, wiv giamusic.com. 8004423358,
Al rights raserved. Tsed by permission.

Duplication in any torn probibited without perowssion or valid livzase fm copyright administestor,
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SECOND READING 1John 3:16-24

Jesus' death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the
very love we share with others, not just through our words but especially through
our deeds. In sharing such love we fulfill God’s commandments.

A reading from John.

16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we
ought to lay down our lives for one another. 7"How does God'’s love abide
in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need
and yet refuses help?

18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in fruth and
action. And by this we will know that we are from the truth and wiill
reassure our hearts before him 2whenever our hearts condemn us; for
God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our
hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we
receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments
and do what pleases him.

2ZANnd this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of
his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded
us. 24All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in
them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has
given us.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 174
We all sing
Refrain
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Jesus says, | am | the good shepherd.* | know my own and my | own know
me. Repeat refrain

GOSPEL John 10:11-18

In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the
shepherd who cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to
overcome death for them.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] "l am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his
life for the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not
own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs
away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand
runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 4 am the
good shepherd. | know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father
knows me and | know the Father. And | lay down my life for the sheep. 14l
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have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. | must bring them also,
and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one

shepherd. 7For this reason the Father loves me, because | lay down my
life in order to take it up again. '8No one takes it from me, but | lay it down
of my own accord. | have power to lay it down, and | have power to take
it up again. I have received this command from my Father.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Have No Fear, Little Flock ELW 764

] Have no fear, little flock;
have no fear, little flock,
for the Father has chosen
to give you the kingdom;
have no fear, little flock!

2 Have good cheer, little flock;
have good cheer, little flock,
for the Father will keep you
in his love forever;
have good cheer, little flock!

3 Praise the Lord high above;
praise the Lord high above,
for he stoops down to heal you,
uplift and restore you;
praise the Lord high above!

4 Thankful hearts raise to God;
thankful hearts raise to God,
for he stays close beside you,



in all things works with you;
thankful hearts raise to God!

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has tfriumphed over fear, let us pray
for the church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

A brief silence.

A Shepherding God, gather your church whenever we wander from you
and one another. Empower our church in ministries around the world to
worship and serve alongside global companions as equal partners and
coworkers in the gospel.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

A Nurturing God, preserve the health of biomes and ecosystems. Inspire
scientists, researchers, conservation organizations, and all people
enfrusted with the task of caring for creation, that we may be better
stewards of the world around us.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

A Almighty God, lead nations and communities to share resources,
cooperate in solving conflicts, and listen to the wisdom of Indigenous
peoples. Help all those with power to share it and to use such power for
good.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

A Loving God, protect the very young and the very old, those living
without housing, victims of domestic abuse, and all who live with chronic
illness or compromised immune systems, especially Bill, Marge, Callum,
Paul, Charles, Steven, Johanna, Carole, Anna, Nancy, Tracey, Donnaq,
Larry, Denise, Roy, Lee, Charlie, Todd, Patricia, Ann, Vincent, and those we
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name before you, on our lips or in the silence of our hearts. Guide
communities to actively care for people who are vulnerable,

(Pause for silence)
God of grace, hear our prayer.

A Gracious God, help this and all communities of faith to listen for your
voice. Call us away from things that distract us from following you. Invite us
to more deeply love and serve people who are lonely, isolated, and on
the margins.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

A Guide and nurture our Lutheran congregations in Bristol and Plainville
as we continue charting and discovering pathways of joining tfogether in
proclaiming your Good News and building a servant community of
healing, hope and new life. Open our hearts and minds to visions of your
church for a new day.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

A Living God, we give thanks for our ancestors in faith. Strengthen us to
share the good news in our own day.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

A Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected
and living Lord. Amen.

SHARE THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

+MEAL+
God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ.



OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the
care of those in need.

Organ Voluntary The King of Love My Shepherd Is arr. B.W. Bisbee

OFFERTORY HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful ELW 181

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Marty Haugen, b, 1950
Text © 1978 Laheran Book of Worship. admin. Augsburg Fortress and music © 2004 Augsburg Fortress,

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray:

Risen One,

you call us to believe and bear fruit.
May the gifts that we offer here

be signs of your abiding love.

Form us to be your witnhesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Chirist,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection,

with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

15
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW p. 108
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting

and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.



In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all fo drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life info us.

Send us forth,

burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all fimes and places,
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with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God,

blessed and holy Trinity,

now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

18

You are invited to come forward down the center aisle to the altar railing receive

the Meal today. Please fill in along the railing from the pulpit to lectern sides.
You may either stand or kneel to receive the Meal. The Meal will be served
continuously. After you have received the Meal and after a quiet prayer of
thanksgiving you may return to your seats via the side aisles. Gluten free wafers

are available as an alternative. Please ask. White grape juice, in the center ring
of each serving tray, is available as an alternative to the wine. Praise God for the
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life giving presence of the crucified-risen Christ in the bread and wine of this holy
meal!

The risen Christ is made known to us
in the breaking of the bread.
Come and eat at God'’s table.
COMMUNION

COMMUNION HYMN Eat This Bread ELW 472
Sing verse 1 repeatedly as a chant

Eat This Bread
Jesus Christ, Bread of Life
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or Je - sus Christ, bread of life, those who come fo you will not hun - ger.
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Eat this bread, drink this cup, trust in  me and you will not thirst.”
Je - sus Christ, ris - en Lord, those who trust in you will not thirst.
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Text: Taizé Community

Music: BERTHIER, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

Text and music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com.
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.

Amen

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray:

Shepherding God,

you have prepared a table before us
and nourished us with your love.

Send us forth from this banquet

to proclaim your goodness

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend.

Amen.
+SENDING+
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING

Alleluia!l Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The God of resurrection power,
the Christ of unending joy,

and the Spirit of Easter hope

+ bless you now and always.
Amen.



SENDING HYMN Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing ELW 385

1 Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing!
Now is the triumph of our king!
To all the world glad news we bring:
Alleluia, alleluia, allelvial

2 The Lord of life is ris'n this day;
death's mighty stone is rolled away;
let all the world rejoice and say:
Alleluia, alleluia, allelvial

3 Praise we in songs of victory
that love, that life, which cannoft die,
and sing with hearts uplifted high:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluial

4 Your name we bless, O risen Lord,
and sing foday with one accord,
the life laid down, the life restored:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluial

DISMISSAL
Alleluial Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
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WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, April 21, 2024

Pastor Les Swenson

Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister of Music

Assistant Minister: Arlene Creswell

Lector: Bob Herold

Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Noah Galvin, Connor Pratt
Ushers: Tina Beaudoin, Gerald Beaudoin, Carol Emond

Altar Guild: Denise Martin

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #26763.

Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE with license #A-724528. All rights reserved.
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THIS WEEK'S CALENDAR

This Sunday, April 21, 2024 Following Service

Informal Congregational Meeting — Updates on Progress of Three Lutheran
Church Congregations Consolidation

Monday, April 22, 2024

6:00 p.m. Bristol Chorale

Tuesday, April 23, 2024

No Hand Bells

No Voice Choir

Wednesday, April 24, 2024

7:00 — 8:00 p.m. Easter Season Bible Study “The Church’s Expansive
Mission...Stories from the Book of Acts,” via Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/818220065132pwd=QWpDazltQmdze UM2WIV 1
QTU2Y0Y3Zz09

Thursday, April 25, 2024

7:00 p.m. AA (Fellowship Hall)

7:00 p.m. Al Anon (Youth Room)

Sunday, April 28, 2024; Fifth Sunday of Easter

9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook)
10:30 a.m. Coffee Hour

ST. ANDREW LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRISTOL, CT

1125 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT

Church Office Hours: Monday — Thursday ? a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Church Phone: 860.583.5809

Email: churchoffice@standrewct.org

The Rev. Les Swenson, Transition Pastor, phone #: 860.857.9362
Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister of Music

Nicole Gergler, Church Administrator



