
 

 

 

  

St. Andrew Church’s “Why” Statement…  To come together as a 

worshipping community,  nourished by God’s love so that we may reflect 

God’s love to others.                                 Adopted April 2023 

 

April 14, 2024 

Third Sunday of Easter 
The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen 

Christ shares food with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for 

the meal we share each Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the 

disciples’ food and shows them the meaning of his suffering, death, and 

resurrection through the scriptures, the two main elements of our Sunday 

worship. 
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+GATHERING+ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God. 

 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE          

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked 

at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the wellspring of grace, 

our Easter and our joy. 

Amen. 
 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

Immersed in the promises of baptism, 

let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 

your voice thundered over the deep 

and water became the essence of life. 

Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 

Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 

into freedom’s land. 

In a desert pool the Ethiopian official 

entered your boundless baptismal life. 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John 

and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
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you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 

freeing us to live as Easter people. 

We rejoice with glad hearts, 

giving all honor and praise to you, 

through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN    Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia    ELW 364 

1 Christ has arisen, alleluia. 

 Rejoice and praise him, alleluia. 

 For our redeemer burst from the tomb, 

 even from death, dispelling its gloom. 

 

Refrain 

 Let us sing praise to him with endless joy. 

 Death's fearful sting he has come to destroy. 

 Our sin forgiving, alleluia! 

 Jesus is living, alleluia! 

 

2 For three long days the grave did its worst 

 until its strength by God was dispersed. 

 He who gives life did death undergo, 

 and in its conquest his might did show.  Refrain 

 

3 The angel said to them, "Do not fear. 

 You look for Jesus who is not here. 

 See for yourselves the tomb is all bare. 

 Only the graveclothes are lying there."  Refrain 
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4 "Go spread the news: he's not in the grave. 

 He has arisen this world to save. 

 Jesus' redeeming labors are done. 

 Even the battle with sin is won."  Refrain 

 

5 Christ has arisen to set us free. 

 Alleluia, to him praises be. 

 Jesus is living! Let us all sing; 

 he reigns triumphant, heavenly king.  Refrain 
 

 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.   
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                                 ACS p. 31 vs. 2 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY.  
Let us pray.  

Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to 

be your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as 

witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
 

+WORD+ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.  

 
 

CHILDREN’S BIBLE STORY TIME  
Children may leave worship with the teachers for  

Bible Story Time.  They will return during the Hymn of the Day.  
 

 

FIRST  READING          Acts 3:12-19 
After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing 

how God’s promises to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the 

proclamation of Christ’s death and resurrection, God is offering them forgiveness 

and restoration in Jesus’ name. 

A reading from Acts 
 

 12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at 

this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we 

had made him walk?13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 

God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, 

whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he 

had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous 

One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and you killed the 

Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are 

witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man 

strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has 
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given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 

 17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also 

your rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the 

prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to 

God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 
 

Word of God, word of life.   Thanks be to God. 
 

 

PSALM   Psalm   4 
 

 1Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; 

  you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and hear 

my prayer. 

 2“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; 

  how long will you love illusions and seek after lies?” 

 3Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; 

  the LORD will hear me when I call. 

 4Tremble, then, and do not sin; 

  speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.  

 5Offer the appointed sacrifices, 

  and put your trust in the LORD. 

 6Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” 

  Let the light of your face shine upon us, O LORD. 

 7You have put gladness in my heart, 

  more than when grain and wine abound. 

 8In peace, I will lie down and sleep; 

  for you alone, O LORD, make me rest secure.  

 

SECOND READING 1 John 3:1-7 
God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not 

yet know the full details of our future existence, we trust that God will 

reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take away our sins. 

A reading from John. 
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1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children 

of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is 

that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we 

will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is 

revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who 

have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

 4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You 

know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no 

sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or 

known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does 

what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 

 

Word of God, word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                           ELW 174   
We all sing 

 

Refrain 

 
 

 
 

Our hearts | burn within us* while you open to | us the scriptures.  Repeat 

refrain 
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GOSPEL  Luke 24:36b-48 
In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of 

the disciples to understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has 

been raised and sends them on a mission to proclaim the message of 

repentance and forgiveness. 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be 

with you.” 37They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were 

seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do 

doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I 

myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as 

you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his 

hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still 

wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They 

gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their 

presence. 

 44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I 

was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, 

the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their 

minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is 

written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 

day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in 

his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of 

these things.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Touch That Soothes and Heals      ACS 939 

1 Touch that soothes and heals the hurting, 

 hands that break a loaf of bread; 

 steps that walk beside the weary, 

 bearing burdens in their stead: 
 

Refrain 

 "See my hands and feet," said Jesus, 

 love arisen from the grave. 

 "Be my hands and feet," said Jesus, 

 "live as ones I died to save." 
 

2 Feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 

 visit ones in need of care, 

 give the homeless warmth and shelter: 

 Christ will find a welcome there.  Refrain 
 

3 Love and serve without distinction 

 all earth's people, first and least. 

 Know within each act of kindness 

 hope and wholeness are increased.  Refrain 
 

4 Hands that beckon little children, 

 bind a wound, prepare a meal, 

 feet that rush to share good tidings, 

 Christ arisen , still reveal.  Refrain 

 
   

NICENE CREED   
 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
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the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray 

for the church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 
 

 A brief silence. 
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A  O God our holy one, you feed our deepest hungers. As we share the 

holy meal that is the body and blood of Jesus given for us, lead us to 

share all that we have, and find, in generosity, abundant life. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

A  O God our creator, you bring forth all life on earth. Calm storms, bring 

water to parched places, and protect the climate, that this planet would 

sustain life in all its variety. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

A  O God our savior, you offer wisdom and guidance beyond all human 

knowledge. Instruct lawmakers, judges, and elected officials to make 

decisions grounded in your justice and care for all people.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

A  O God our elder, you care for all your children. Encourage those who 

are in times of transition, facing the loss of old ways and routines and 

anticipating change. Guide those who journey in grief, hope, and 

uncertainty, especially Bill, Marge, Callum, Paul, Charles, Steven, Johanna, 

Carole, Anna, Nancy, Tracey, Donna,  Larry, Denise, Robert, Roy, Lee, 

Sandy, Charlie, Todd, Ann, Vincent, and those we name before you, on 

our lips or in the silence of our hearts.   

(Pause for silence) 
 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

A  O God our center, you bring all people together in you. Help us to 

remember our identity and purpose in our ministry.  Move us to love our 

neighbors as ourselves and to share in beloved community. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

A  Guide and nurture our Lutheran congregations in Bristol and Plainville 

as we continue exploring and discovering pathways of joining together in 

proclaiming  your Good News and building a servant community of 



13 
 

healing, hope and new life.  Open our hearts and minds to visions of your 

church for a new day. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

A   O God our resting place, your Son Jesus promised that we are held in 

your love forever. We remember our beloved who have died. As we 

remember and share their love, comfort those who mourn.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

A  Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we 

pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected 

and living Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

SHARE THE PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 
 

+MEAL+ 
God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the 

care of those in need.  
 
Choir Anthem      The Strife is O’er   music by B. Norris 
 

The strife is o'er, the battle done, the victory of life is won; 

the song of triumph has begun. Alleluia! 
 

The powers of death have done their worst, but Christ their legions have 

dispersed: 

let shout of holy joy outburst. Alleluia! 
 

Christians, unto the Paschal lamb offer your thankful praises! 
 

The three sad days are quickly sped, he rises glorious from the dead. 

All glory to our risen head. Alleluia! 
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OFFERTORY HYMN        Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful   ELW 181 

 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray: 

Risen One, 

you call us to believe and bear fruit. 

May the gifts that we offer here 
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be signs of your abiding love. 

Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 

Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

DIALOGUE  

 
 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 



16 
 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 

resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                              ELW p. 108 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING    

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

Your mercy is everlasting 

and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

  

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
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Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

With this bread and cup 

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

O God of resurrection and new life: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Bless this feast. 

Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

  

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
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Breathe new life into us. 

Send us forth, 

burning with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

  

With your holy ones of all times and places, 

with the earth and all its creatures, 

with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you, O God, 

blessed and holy Trinity, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

  



19 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
You are invited to come forward to the front of the nave to receive the Meal.  

The bread will be distributed by the Presiding Minister.  Gluten free wafers are 

available.  Please ask.  The wine, served in small glasses, can be received on 

either side of the front.  Also in each tray you will find glasses containing white 

grape juice as an alternative to the wine.  Return to your seats via the side aisles, 

placing your empty glasses in the baskets provided along the way.  In returning 

to your seats, pause to pray and give thanks for the life- giving graces you have 

received in this holy meal offered us by the crucified-risen Jesus. 

 
The risen Christ is made known to us 

in the breaking of the bread. 

Come and eat at God’s table. 

 

COMMUNION  
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COMMUNION HYMN    Eat This Bread             ELW 472 

Sing verse 1 repeatedly  as a chant  

 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. 

Amen 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray: 

Shepherding God, 
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you have prepared a table before us 

and nourished us with your love. 

Send us forth from this banquet 

to proclaim your goodness 

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 

our redeemer and friend. 

Amen. 

 

+SENDING+ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

LEADER 

 
 

ALL 
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SENDING HYMN   Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ    ELW 674 
 

1 Let us talents and tongues employ, 

 reaching out with a shout of joy: 

 bread is broken, the wine is poured, 

 Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 

 

Refrain 

 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 

 pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 

 pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

2 Christ is able to make us one, 

 at the table he sets the tone, 

 teaching people to live to bless, 

 love in word and in deed express.  Refrain 
 

3 Jesus calls us in, sends us out 

 bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 

 gives us love to tell, bread to share: 

 God (Immanuel) ev'rywhere!  Refrain 

 
 

DISMISSAL  
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE        
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WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, April 14, 2024 
The Rev. Jim Krauser, Presiding Minister 

Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister of Music 

Assistant Minister:  Terry Gustafson 

Lector:  Connor Pratt 

Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Noah Galvin, Connor Pratt 

Ushers: Tina Beaudoin, Gerald Beaudoin, Carol Emond 

Altar Guild:  Denise Martin 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License #26763.  

Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE with license #A-724528.  All rights reserved. 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 

 
Monday, April 15, 2024 

6:00 p.m. Bristol Chorale 

Tuesday, April 16, 2024 

6:45 p.m. Hand Bells 

7:30 p.m. Voice Choir 

Wednesday, April 17, 2024 

7:00 p.m. Spring Bible Study via Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81822006513?pwd=QWpDazltQmdzeUM2WlV1

QTU2Y0Y3Zz09 

Thursday, April 18, 2024 

7:00 p.m. AA  (Fellowship Hall) 

7:00 p.m. Al Anon (Youth Room) 

Sunday, April 21, 2024;  Fourth Sunday of Easter 

9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook) 

10:30 a.m.  Coffee Hour 
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ST. ANDREW LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRISTOL, CT 

1125 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT 

Church Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Church Phone: 860.583.5809 

Email:  churchoffice@standrewct.org 

The Rev. Les Swenson, Transition Pastor, phone #: 860.857.9362  

Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister of Music  

Nicole Gergler, Church Administrator 


