NDREW
St. Andrew Church’s “Why” Statement... To come together as a

worshipping community, nourished by God'’s love so that we may reflect
God'’s love to others. Adopted April 2023

March 3, 2024
Third Sunday in Lent
The third covenant in this year's Lenten readings is the central one of
Israel’s history: the gift of the law to those God freed from slavery. The
commandments begin with the statement that because God alone has
freed us from the powers that oppressed us, we are to let nothing else
claim first place in our lives. When Jesus throws the merchants out of the
temple, he is defending the worship of God alone and rejecting the ways
commerce and profit-making can become our gods. The Ten
Commandments are essential to our baptismal call: centered first in God'’s
liberating love, we strive to live out justice and mercy in our communities
and the world.



+GATHERING+
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God.

WELCOME

PRELUDE Prelude in G Major J.S. Bach

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who looks upon us in compassion,
forgives our sin,

and heals our lives.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Have mercy, O God,
against you, you alone,

we have sinned.

In your compassion,

cleanse us from our sin

and take away our guilt.
Create in us a new heart
and give us a steadfast spirit.
Do not cast us away,

but fill us with your Holy Spirit
and restore your joy within us.
Amen.

As tender as parent to child,



so deep is God's compassion for you.

As high as heaven is above earth,

so vast is God’s love for you.

As far as east is from west,

so far God removes your sin from you,

renewing your life through Jesus Christ.

Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love.
Blessed be God forever!

GATHERING HYMN Built on a Rock ELW 652

1 Built on arock the church shall stand,
even when steeples are falling;
crumbled have spires in ev'ry land,
bells still are chiming and calling—
calling the young and old to rest,
calling the souls of those distressed,
longing for life everlasting.

2 Surely, in temples made with hands
God the Most High is not dwelling—
high in the heav'ns his temple stands,
all earthly temples excelling.

Yet God who dwells in heav'n above
deigns to abide with us in love,
making our bodies his temple.

3 Christ builds a house of living stones:
we are his own habitation;
he fills our hearts, his humble thrones,
granting us life and salvation.
Where two or three will seek his face,
he in their midst will show his grace,
blessings upon them bestowing.



4 Yetin this house, an earthly frame,
Jesus the children is blessing;
hither we come to praise his name,
faith in our Savior confessing.
Jesus to us his Spirit sent,
making with us his covenant,
granting his children the kingdom.

5 Through all the passing years, O Lord,
grant that, when church bells are ringing,
many may come to hear your Word,
who here this promise is bringing:

"I know my own, my own know me;
you, not the world, my face shall see;
my peace | leave with you. Amen."

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY.

Let us pray.

Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act
courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us
the wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

+WORD+
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

CHILDREN'S BIBLE STORY TIME
Children may leave worship with the teachers for
Bible Story Time. They will return during the Hymn of the Day.



FIRST READING Exodus 20:1-17

After escaping from slavery, the Israelites come to Mount Sinai, where God
teaches them how to live in community. The Ten Commandments proclaim that
God alone is worthy of worship. Flowing from God, the life of the community
flourishes when based on honesty, trust, fidelity, and respect for life, family, and

property.

A reading from Exodus

1God spoke all these words:

2l am the LorD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out
of the house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me.

4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything
that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the
water under the earth. SYou shall not bow down to them or worship them;
for | the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the
iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who
reject me, ¢but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of
those who love me and keep my commandments.

7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LorRD your God, for
the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.

8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. ?Six days you shall labor
and do all your work. 19But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your
God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your
male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your
towns. 1For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all
that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the
sabbath day and consecrated it.

12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in
the land that the LOrRD your God is giving you.

13You shall not murder.

14You shall not commit adultery.

15You shall noft steal.

16You shall not bear false withess against your neighbor.



17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your
neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that
belongs to your neighbor.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 19

IThe heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky proclaims its maker’'s handiwork.
20ne day tells its tale to another,
and one night imparts knowledge to another.
SAlthough they have no words or language,
and their voices are not heard,
“their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the
ends of the world,
where God has pitched a tent for the sun.
It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
‘It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to
the end of it again;
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul;
the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.
8The statutes of the LORrRD are just and rejoice the heart;
the commandment of the Lorp is clear and gives light to the eyes.
’The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever;
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
1By them also is your servant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is great reward.
12Who can detect one’s own offenses?



Cleanse me from my secret faults.
13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get
dominion over me;
then shall | be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in your sight,
O LorD, my strength and my redeemer.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:18-25

The word of the cross is pure foolishness and nonsense to the world because it
claims that God is mostly revealed in weakness, humiliation, and death. But
through such divine foolishness and weakness, God is working to save us. The
center of Paul’s preaching is Christ crucified.

A reading from Corinthians.

18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. ?For it is written,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe?¢ Where is the debater
of this age¢ Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?2 21For
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom,
God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those
who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23pbut
we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to
Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ
the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God'’s foolishness is wiser
than human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger than human
strength.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Pg. 34
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We proclaim Christ | crucified,* the power of God and the wis- | dom of

God. (1 Cor. 1:23, 24)
Repeat refrain

L

GOSPEL John 2:13-22

Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving merchants out of the
temple. When challenged, he responds mysteriously, with the first prediction of
his own death and resurrection. In the midst of a seemingly stable religious
center, Jesus suggests that the center itself has changed.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14n
the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the
money changers seated at their tables. 1SMaking a whip of cords, he
drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He
also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their
tables. He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out



10

of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume

me."” 8The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing
thisg” 17 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days | will
raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under
construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three dayse” 21But
he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he was raised from the
dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed
the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Canticle of the Turning  ELW 723

1 My soul cries out with a joyful shout
that the God of my heart is great,
and my spirit sings of the wondrous things
that you bring to the ones who wait.
You fixed your sight on your servant's plight,
and my weakness you did not spurn,
so from east to west shall my name be blest.
Could the world be about to turne

Refrain
My heart shall sing of the day you bring.
Let the fires of your justice burn.
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws nearr,
and the world is about to turn.

2 Though | am small, my God, my all,
you work great things in me,
and your mercy will last from the depths of the past



to the end of the age to be.

Your very name puts the proud to shame,

and to those who would for you yearn,

you will show your might, put the strong to flight,
for the world is about to turn. Refrain

3 From the halls of pow'r to the fortress tow'r,
not a stone will be left on stone.
Let the king beware for your justice tears
eVv'ry tyrant from his throne.
The hungry poor shall weep no more,
for the food they can never earn;
there are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed,
for the world is about to turn. Refrain

4 Though the nations rage from age to age,
we remember who holds us fast:
God's mercy must deliver us
from the conqueror's crushing grasp.
This saving word that our forebears heard
is the promise which holds us bound,
till the spear and rod can be crushed by God,
who is turning the world around. Refrain

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
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he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God'’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church,
the well-being of creation, and a world in heed.

A brief silence.

A You alone are God. We thank you for the gift of sabbath rest. Awaken
the church to the mystery of your presence and give us glad hearts as we
receive the good news of your deliverance.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A You renew creation. Drive out those who would make the earth a
marketplace. Protect rainforests, mountaintops, oceans, and wilderness
areas from commercial exploitation. Unite nations, policymakers, and
businesses in efforts to reduce carbon emissions

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A You judge the nations. We pray for an end to war and strife in every
land. Strengthen international efforts to negotiate peace and provide
humanitarian aid to people fleeing from conflict.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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A You bring healing and hope. We give thanks for physicians, nurses,
researchers, therapists, and public health workers who prevent and treat
illness. We pray for any who are sick, especially Bill, Marge, Callum, Paul,
Charles, Steven, Johanna, Carole, Anna, Nancy, Tracey, Donna, Larry,
Denise, Robert, Roy, Lee, Sandy, Charlie, Todd, and those we name
before you, on our lips or in the silence of our hearts.

(Pause for silence)
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A You abide with your people. Sustain any in this community undergoing
life fransitions: marriage, divorce, childbirth, adoption, moving,
graduation, employment change, or a death in the family. We pray for
those preparing for baptism.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A Guide and nurture our Lutheran congregations in Bristol and Plainville —
Grace, Zion, Gloria Dei and St. Andrew — as we continue exploring and
discovering pathways of joining together in proclaiming your Good News
and building a servant community of healing, hope and new life. Open
our hearts and minds to visions of your church for a new day.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A You bring life from death. We remember our loved ones who have
died, confident that they have new life in you. May we trust that nothing
can separate us from your love.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers
of our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

SHARE THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.



And also with you.

+MEAL+
God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the
care of those in need.

Choir Anthem Lord, for Thy Tender Mercies' Sake R.Farrant

Lord, for Thy tender mercies' sake, lay not our sins to our charge,

but forgive that is past, and give us grace to amend our sinful lives,

to decline from sin and incline to virtue, that we may walk with a perfect
heart, that we may walk with a perfect heart before Thee now and
evermore.

14



OFFERTORY HYMN Come to the Table ELW 481

Come to the Table
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Eat of the bread of sal - va - tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb.

Text: Claire Cloninger, b. 1942

Music: COME TO THE TABLE, Martin J. Nystrom, b. 1956

Text and music © 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music; Juniper Landing Music, admin. Word Music; and Word Music.
Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray:

Jesus, you are the bread of life
and the host of this meal.



Bless these gifts that we have gathered
that all people may know your goodness.
Feed us not only with this holy food

but with hunger for justice and peace.
We pray this in your name

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Liff up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

16
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:



Pour out your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself o us in the breaking of the bread.

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth,

burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God,

blessed and holy Trinity,

now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

19
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and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

You are invited to come forward down the center aisle to the altar railing receive
the Meal today. Please fill in along the railing from the pulpit to lectern sides.

You may either stand or kneel to receive the Meal. The Meal will be served
continuously. After you have received the Meal and after a quiet prayer of
thanksgiving you may return to your seats via the side aisles. Gluten free wafers
are available as an alternative. Please ask. White grape juice, in the center ring
of each serving tray, is available as an alternative to the wine. Praise God for the
life giving presence of the crucified-risen Christ in the bread and wine of this holy
meal!

Come, the table is ready. Receive bread for the journey, a feast for
hungry hearts. Taste and know the goodness of God.
COMMUNION
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COMMUNION HYMN  “Lamb of God” ACS p. 40
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BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.

Amen

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray:

Generous God,

at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace.
As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread,

now make us one loaf to feed the world;

in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life.

Amen.



+SENDING+
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
Beloved,

we are God’s people,

holy, washed, renewed.

God bless you and keep you,
shower you with mercy,

fill you with courage,

and + give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN God of Grace and God of Glory

1

God of grace and God of glory,
on your people pour your pow';
crown your ancient church's story;
bring its bud to glorious flow'r.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
for the facing of this hour,

for the facing of this hour.

Lo! the hosts of evil round us

scorn the Christ, assail his ways!

From the fears that long have bound us
free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage

for the living of these days,

for the living of these days,

ELW 705
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3 Cure your children's warring madness;
bend our pride to your conftrol;
shame our wanton, selfish gladness,
rich in things and poor in soul.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
lest we miss your kingdom's goall,
lest we miss your kingdom's goal.

4 Save us from weak resignation
to the evils we deplore;
let the gift of your salvation
be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
serving you whom we adore,
serving you whom we adore.

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be of good courage. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, March 3, 2024

Pastor Les Swenson

Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister of Music

Assistant Minister: Jill Little

Lector: Paul Martin

Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Noah Galvin, Connor Pratt
Ushers: Donald Millorandt, Bill Golden, Kathy Golden

Altar Guild: Denise Martin
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THIS WEEK'S CALENDAR

Monday, March 4, 2024

6:00 p.m. Bristol Chorale

Tuesday, March 5, 2024

6:45 p.m. Hand Bells

7:30 p.m. Voice Choir

Wednesday, March 6, 2024

6:00 p.m. Four Lutheran Congregation Lenten Gathering at St. Andrew

Thursday, March 7, 2024

7:00 p.m. AA (Fellowship Hall)

7:00 p.m. Al Anon (Youth Room)

Sunday, March 10, 2024; Fourth Sunday in Lent

9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook)

10:30 a.m. Coffee Hour

1:00 p.m. - 3 p.m. Four Congregation Open Collaboration Meeting at
St. Andrew

ST. ANDREW LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRISTOL, CT

1125 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT

Church Office Hours: Monday — Thursday ? a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Church Phone: 860.583.5809

Email: churchoffice@standrewct.org

The Rev. Les Swenson, Transition Pastor, phone #: 860.857.9362
Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister of Music

Nicole Gergler, Church Administrator
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