
 

 

 

  

St. Andrew Church’s “Why” Statement…  To come together as a 

worshipping community,  nourished by God’s love so that we may reflect 

God’s love to others.                                 Adopted April 2023 

 

February 11, 2024 

Transfiguration of Our Lord 
The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with 

three disciples’ vision of his transfiguration. In Mark’s story of Jesus’ 

baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit descending and hears the 

words from heaven. But now Jesus’ three closest friends hear the same 

words naming him God’s Beloved. As believers, Paul writes, we are 

enabled to see the God-light in Jesus’ face, because the same God who 

created light in the first place has shone in our hearts to give us that vision. 

The light of God’s glory in Jesus has enlightened us through baptism and 

shines in us also for others to see. 
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+GATHERING+ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God. 

 
 

 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE         Christ Be Our Light                arr. Mark Hayes 

 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked 

at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

creator of darkness and light, 

word of truth, 

wind sweeping over the waters. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God, our rock and refuge, 

we pour out our hearts before you. 

We have known you but have not always loved you. 

We have wounded one another 

and sinned against you. 

We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit 

dwelling in each of us. 

Remember your covenant. 

Renew your creation. 

Restore us, 

that we might proclaim your good news to all. 

Amen. 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. 

God has spoken: 
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The time of grace is now. 

In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. 

By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

your sins are forgiven. 

You are God’s beloved. 

Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN    Christ, Be Our Light               ELW 715 

1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 

light for the world to see. 

 

Refrain 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 

Make us your living voice.  Refrain 

 

3 Longing for food, many are hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us your bread, broken for others, 

shared until all are fed.  Refrain 

 

4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us your building, sheltering others, 

walls made of living stone.  Refrain 
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5 Many the gifts, many the people, 

many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

signs of your kingdom come.  Refrain 

 
 

 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.   
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KYRIE                 
We all sing refrains and verses 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY.  
Let us pray.  

Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the 

mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and 

illumine the world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
 

+WORD+ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.  

 

CHILDREN’S BIBLE STORY TIME  
Children may leave worship with the teachers for  

Bible Story Time.  They will return during the Hymn of the Day.  
 

 

FIRST  READING          2 Kings 2:1-12 
Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet 

Elijah to Elisha. Their travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the 

place where Moses died) and the parting of the waters, demonstrate that Elisha 

and Elijah are legitimate successors of the great prophet Moses. 

A reading from Kings. 

 1Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a 

whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to 

Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha 

said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So 

they went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in Bethel 

came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will 

take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 

 4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to 

Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not 

leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5The company of prophets who 

were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that 
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today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, 

“Yes, I know; be silent.” 

 6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the 

Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not 

leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7Fifty men of the company of 

prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both 

were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, 

and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the 

other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 

 9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for 

you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a 

double share of your spirit.” 10He responded, “You have asked a hard 

thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted 

you; if not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of 

fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a 

whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 

father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no 

longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

Word of God, word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM   Psalm   50:1-6 
 

  1The mighty one, God the LORD, has spoken; 

  calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 

 2Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, 

  God shines forth in glory.  

 3Our God will come and will not keep silence; 

  with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging storm. 

 4God calls the heavens and the earth from above 

  to witness the judgment of the people. 

 5“Gather before me my loyal followers, 

  those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with 

sacrifice.” 
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 6The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause, 

  for it is God who is judge.  

 

SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but 

on the Lord Jesus Christ. Just as God made light shine at creation, God makes 

the light of Jesus Christ shine in our lives through Christian ministry. 

 

A reading from Corinthians. 

 
3Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their 

case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to 

keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is 

the image of God. 5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus 

Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God 

who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to 

give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 

Christ. 

Word of God, word of life.   Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                             ELW p. 188 

 
GOSPEL  Mark 9:2-9 
Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become 

apparent to Jesus’ followers after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are 

given a vision of God’s glory manifest in the beloved Son. 

 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led 

them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured 

before them, 3and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on 

earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, 

who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good 

for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, 

and one for Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say, for they were 

terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there 

came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when 

they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 
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 9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no 

one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from 

the dead. 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

SERMON 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY  Dazzling  Presence on the Mountain  ACS 917 

1 Dazzling presence on the mountain: 

 human eye had never seen 

 such a wonder, such resplendence, 

 heav'n and earth in cloud convene. 

 "This is my Son, the beloved," 

 thund'rous voice from cloud exclaimed. 

 Word made flesh to heal creation, 

 to disciples God proclaimed. 

 

2 From this mount of mystic splendor 

 to the cross Christ presses on; 

 here no Moses nor Elijah, 

 only thieves Christ's wings adorn. 

 "Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy," 

 was one's penitential sigh. 

 With transfiguring assurance, 

 Christ rejoins his fervent cry. 

 

3 From the heights of new creation, 

 Christ beholds his world, redeemed; 

 as with Peter and companions, 

 brings us now to sights unseen. 

 Justice, mercy, and compassion: 

 these the booths he bids us build, 
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 that the earth he loves may flourish 

 as each life with grace is filled. 

 

4 Let our praise ring from each mountain, 

 into deepest valleys pour, 

 where, with lives of grateful service, 

 we adore Christ evermore. 

 To the Son, God's own beloved, 

 and the Spirit endlessly, 

 may the church's praise be lifted 

 to the blessed Trinity. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED   
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

A  As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s 

blessing on the church, the world, and all of creation. 
 

 A brief silence. 
 

A  We pray for the church, that the transformational power of God enters 

the hearts of all people. May its leaders serve as examples of your grace 

and healing across time and space.  

God of grace, receive our prayer. 

 

 A  We pray for the creation, that we will humbly observe the swirl of wind 

and the heat of the bright sun. Teach us to honor all you have made and 

to care for the animals, plants, air, and bodies of water of this planet. 

God of grace, receive our prayer. 

 

A  We pray for those charged with leadership, lawmaking, and 

governance of our towns, states, and countries, that they will strive for 

goodness and justice all the days of their lives and callings. 

God of grace, receive our prayer. 

 

A  We pray for any who are sick and suffering, especially Bill, Marge, 

Arthur,  Callum, Paul, Charles, Steven, Johanna, Carole, Anna, Nancy, 

Susan, Tracey, Donna,  Larry, Denise, Robert, Roy, Lou, Lee, and those we 

name before you, on our lips or in the silence of our hearts.   

(Pause for silence) 

 

Guide us to offer hospitality, shelter, friendship, and care to any in need.  

God of grace, receive our prayer. 

 

A We pray for this congregation and its ministry in the wider community. 

May we share the transforming beauty and love of God in ways that 

honor the dignity of all whom we encounter. 
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God of grace, receive our prayer. 

 

A  Guide and nurture our Lutheran congregations in Bristol and Plainville — 

Grace, Zion, Gloria Dei and St. Andrew — as we continue exploring and 

discovering pathways of joining together in proclaiming  your Good News 

and building a servant community of healing, hope and new life.  Open 

our hearts and minds to visions of your church for a new day. 

God of grace, receive our prayer. 

 A   Trusting that all the saints, prophets, and those who die in faith are 

held in your care, we remember in thanksgiving those who have died. 

Grant us your gift of salvation as we await your coming again in glory.  

God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

A  Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the 

silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 

 
 

SHARE THE PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 
 

+MEAL+ 
God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the 

care of those in need.  
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CHOIR ANTHEM   Jesus on the Mountain Peak       arr. M. Biery 

1 Jesus on the mountain peak 

 stands alone in glory blazing; 

 let us, if we dare to speak, 

 join the saints and angels praising.  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

2 Trembling at his feet we saw 

 Moses and Elijah speaking. 

 All the prophets and the law 

 shout through them their joyful greeting:  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

3 Swift the cloud of glory came, 

 God proclaiming in its thunder, 

 Jesus as the Son by name! 

 Nations, cry aloud in wonder:  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

4 This is God's beloved Son! 

 Law and prophets sing before him, 

 first and last and only One. 

 All creation shall adore him!  

Alleluia, alleluia! 
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OFFERTORY HYMN        Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken                                                  
All Verses                                                                                      ACS 966 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray: 

Blessed are you, Holy One, 

for all good things come from you. 

In bread and cup you open heaven to us. 

Meet us at this table, 

that we receive what we seek 

and follow your Son, Jesus, 

in whose name we pray. 

Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



17 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                              ELW pg. 130

GREAT THANKSGIVING    

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 

Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 

You have filled all creation with light and life; 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 

the promise to Israel, 

the rescue from Egypt, 

the gift of the promised land, 

the words of the prophets; 

and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, 

who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 

and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 



18 
 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 

we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 

we await his coming in power 

to share with us the great and promised feast. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 

that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 

may live to the praise of your glory 

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Join our prayers with those of your servants 

of every time and every place, 

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 

until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

Through him, with him, in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
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now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
You are invited to come forward to the front of the nave to receive the 

Meal.  The bread will be distributed by the Presiding Minister.  Gluten free 

wafers are available.  Please ask.  The wine, served in small glasses, can 

be received on either side of the front.  Also in each tray you will find 

glasses containing white grape juice as an alternative to the wine.  Return 

to your seats via the side aisles, placing your empty glasses in the baskets 

provided along the way.  In returning to your seats, pause to pray and 

give thanks for the life- giving graces you have received in this holy meal 

offered us by the crucified-risen Jesus. 

 
At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. 

Come and see. 

COMMUNION  

 

COMMUNION HYMN    “Lamb of God”         ELW p. 135 
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BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. 

Amen 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray: 

Giver of every gift, 

Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. 

Raise us to life by your power 

for the benefit of all and to your glory, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

+SENDING+ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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BLESSING 
LEADER 

 
ALL 

 
 

 
 

SENDING HYMN   Beautiful Savior             ELW 838 

 
1 Beautiful Savior, 

 King of creation, 

 Son of God and Son of Man! 

 Truly I'd love thee, 

 truly I'd serve thee, 

 light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

 

2 Fair are the meadows, 

 fair are the woodlands, 

 robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; 

 Jesus is fairer, 

 Jesus is purer, 

 he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 
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3 Fair is the sunshine, 

 fair is the moonlight, 

 bright the sparkling stars on high; 

 Jesus shines brighter, 

 Jesus shines purer 

 than all the angels in the sky. 

 

4 Beautiful Savior, 

 Lord of the nations, 

 Son of God and Son of Man! 

 Glory and honor, 

 praise, adoration, 

 now and forevermore be thine! 

 
 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace.  You are God’s beloved. Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE        

WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, February 11, 2024 
Pastor Les Swenson 

Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister of Music 

Assistant Minister:  Jill Little 

Lector:  Paul Martin 

Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Noah Galvin, Connor Pratt 

Ushers: Jon Fitzgerald, Roy Tessman 

Altar Guild:  Arlene Creswell, A.J. Trudel 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License #26763.  

Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE with license #A-724528.  All rights reserved. 
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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday, February 12, 2024 

6:00 p.m. Bristol Chorale 

Tuesday, February 13, 2024 

6:45 p.m. Hand Bells 

7:30 p.m. Voice Choir 

Wednesday, February 14, 2024- Ash Wednesday 

12:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service at Zion Lutheran Church 

                   Followed by Lunch 

7:00 p.m. – Ash Wednesday Service at Grace Lutheran Church, Plainville    

7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  Bible Study 

Thursday, February 15, 2024 

7:00 p.m. AA  (Fellowship Hall) 

7:00 p.m. Al Anon (Youth Room) 

Sunday, February 18, 2024;  First Sunday in Lent 

9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook) 

10:30 a.m.  Coffee Hour 

11:00 a.m. – 1:00  p.m. Open House at St. Andrew 

 

ST. ANDREW LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRISTOL, CT 

1125 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT 

Church Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Church Phone: 860.583.5809 

Email:  churchoffice@standrewct.org 

The Rev. Les Swenson, Transition Pastor, phone #: 860.857.9362  

Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister of Music  

Nicole Gergler, Church Administrator 

 


