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St. Andrew Church’s “Why” Statement... To come together as a
worshipping community, nourished by God'’s love so that we may reflect
God'’s love to others. Adopted April 2023

January 28, 2024

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will
speak for God; in Psalm 111 God shows the people the power of God'’s
works. For the church these are ways of pointing to the unique authority
people sensed in Jesus' actions and words. We encounter that authority in
God's word, around which we gather, the word that prevails over any
lesser spirit that would claim power over us, freeing us to follow Jesus.



+GATHERING+
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God.

WELCOME

PRELUDE Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah arr. L. Lamb
Handbell Choir

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
creator of darkness and light,

word of truth,

wind sweeping over the waters.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our rock and refuge,

we pour out our hearts before you.

We have known you but have not always loved you.
We have wounded one another

and sinned against you.

We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit
dwelling in each of us.

Remember your covenant.

Renew your creation.

Restore us,

that we might proclaim your good news to all.
Amen.

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters.

God has spoken:

The fime of grace is now.



In Jesus, the reign of God has come near.
By the authority of + Jesus Christ,

your sins are forgiven.

You are God's beloved.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Let the Whole Creation Cry

1

Let the whole creation cry,

"Glory to the Lord on high!"

Heav'n and earth, awake and sing,
"Praise to our almighty king!"

Praise God, angel hosts above,
ever bright and fair in love;

sun and moon, lift up your voice;
night and stars, in God rejoice.

Servants striving for the Lord,
prophets burning with the word,
those to whom the arts belong
add their voices to the song.
Pow'rs of knowledge and of law,
to the glorious circle draw;

all who work and all who wait,
sing, "The Lord is good and great!"

Men and women, young and old,
raise the anthem loud and bold,
and let children's happy hearts

in this worship take their parts;
from the north to southern pole
let the mighty chorus roll:

"Holy, Holy, Holy One;

glory be to God alone!"

ELW 876



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

KYRIE

Choir sings verses, All sing Refrain
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let us pray to the Lord,

let us

pray to the Lord.



PRAYER OF THE DAY.

Let us pray.

Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant
presence and confinually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to
all that is broken and speak fruth to us in our confusion, that all creation
will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

+WORD+
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 18:15-20

Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the
law for the Israelite community as the people wait to enter the promised land.
Here Moses assures the people that God will continue to guide them through
prophets who will proclaim the divine word.

A reading from Deuteronomy.

[Moses said:] 15The LoRrRD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me
from among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. ¢This is
what you requested of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the
assembly when you said: “If | hear the voice of the LORD my God any
more, or ever again see this great fire, | will die.” 7Then the LORD replied to
me: “They are right in what they have said. 18] will raise up for them a
prophet like you from among their own people; | will put my words in the
mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that |
command. YAnyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall
speak in my name, | myself will hold accountable. 20But any prophet who
speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name



a word that | have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet
shall die.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psaim 111

"Hallelujah! | will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart,
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation.
2Great are your works, O LORD,
pondered by all who delight in them.
3Maijesty and splendor mark your deeds,
and your righteousness endures forever.
4You cause your wonders to be remembered;
you are gracious and full of compassion.
SYou give food to those who fear you,
remembering forever your covenant.
¢You have shown your people the power of your works
in giving them the lands of the nations.
The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice;
all of your precepts are sure.
8They stand fast forever and ever,
because they are done in truth and equity.
?You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant
forever;
holy and awesome is your name.
10The fear of the LorD is the beginning of wisdom;
all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise
endures forever.



SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

Paul is concerned about the way some Corinthian Christians use their freedom in
Christ as license to engage in non-Christian behavior that sets a damaging
example to other, impressionable believers. Christians have a responsibility to
each other that their behavior does not cause another to sin.

A reading from Corinthians.

'Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess
knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims
to know something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; 3but
anyone who loves God is known by him.

4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that *no idol
in the world really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” 3Indeed,
even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in
fact there are many gods and many lords—¢yet for us there is one God,
the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord,
Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.

’It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have
become so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they
eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is
defiled. 8"Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we
do not eat, and no better off if we do. ?But take care that this liberty of
yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. OFor if
others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of anidol,
might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the
point of eating food sacrificed to idols? 11So by your knowledge those
weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. 2But when you thus
sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is
weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, |
will never eat meat, so that | may not cause one of them to fall
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL Mark 1:21-28

Forces that would bring death and disease have taken hold of a man, yet they
recognize Jesus and know what his power means for them. Jesus commands
these forces to leave and people are amazed at his authority.

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath
came, he entered the synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at
his tfeaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the
scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean
spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy usg | know who you are, the Holy
One of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of
him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud
voice, came out of him. They were all amazed, and they kept on asking
one another, “What is this¢ A new teaching—with authority! He



commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his
fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Rise, Shine, You People ELW 665

1

Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered
our human story; God in him is centered.

He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded,

with grace unbounded.

See how he sends the pow'rs of evil reeling;

he brings us freedom, light and life and healing.
All men and women, who by guilt are driven,
now are forgiven.

Come, celebrate; your banners high unfurling,

your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling.
To all the world go out and tell the story

of Jesus' glory.

Tell how the Father sent the Son to save us.
Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us.
Tell how the Spirit calls from ev'ry nation
God's new creation.

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
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who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s
blessing on the church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

A Loving God, we pray that your example of teaching with confidence
and authority builds up your church in love. May all church leaders and
teachers honor your instruction and model your inclusive ways.

God of grace, receive our prayer.

A Renewing God, we pray for all of creation, that waterways flow clean
and clear, natural spaces are protected, and our planet is healed. Let us
commit to thoughtful care of the earth.

God of grace, receive our prayer.

A Justice-seeking God, we pray for those in government and community
leadership, that they lead with honor and mindfulness. May they
remember their covenants and be upright in their ways.
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God of grace, receive our prayer.

A Compassionate God, we pray for all in need, especially those who
have known rejection, any who struggle with long-term illness or chronic
pain, those without access to safe housing or health care, and any who
suffer , especially Bill, Marge, Arthur, Callum, Paul, Charles, Steven,
Johanna, Carole, Anna, Nancy, Susan, Jean, Tracey, Donna, Larry,
Denise, Robert, Karen, Roy, Lou, Lee, and those we name before you, on
our lips or in the silence of our hearts.

(Pause for silence)

God of grace, receive our prayer.

A Still-speaking God, we pray for our congregation, for its artists and
musicians, for its educators and caregivers, that all gifts are used to care
for those in need and to live out your example of accompaniment, gospel
witness, and love.

God of grace, receive our prayer.

A Guide and nurture our Lutheran congregations in Bristol and Plainville —
Grace, Zion, Gloria Dei and St. Andrew — as we continue exploring and
discovering pathways of joining together in proclaiming your Good News
and building a servant community of healing, hope and new life. Open
our hearts and minds to visions of your church for a new day.

God of grace, receive our prayer.

A Eternal God, we remember all who have been teachers, mentors, and
companions in the church and in our lives (especially Thomas Aquinas
whom we commemorate today). We trust that all who have died,
including our sister in faith Joan, rest in your loving care.

God of grace, receive our prayer.

A Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the
silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.



SHARE THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

+MEAL+
God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the
care of those in need.

CHOIR ANTHEM Gracious Spirit, Dwell with Me arr. K. Lee Scoft

Gracious Spirit, dwell with me, | would gracious be;

help me now thy grace to see, | would be like thee;

and, with words that help and heal, thy life would mine reveal;
and, with actions bold and meek, for Christ, my Savior, speak.

Truthful Spirit, dwell with me, | would fruthful be;

help me now thy truth to see, | would be like thee;

and, with wisdom kind and clear, thy life in mine appear;
and, with actions brotherly, speak Christ's sincerity.

Holy Spirit, dwell with me, | would holy be;

show thy mercy tenderly, make me more like thee;
separate from sin, | would and cherish all things good,
and whatever | can be, give him who gave me thee.

Mighty Spirit, dwell with me, | would mighty be;

help me now thy power to see, | would be like thee;

'‘gainst all weapons hell can wield, be thou my strength and shield;
let thy word my weapon be, Lord, thine the victory.

Gracious Spirit, dwell with me, | would be like thee!
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OFFERTORY HYMN Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken
st. 1and 3 ACS 966

Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray:

Blessed are you, Holy One,

for all good things come from you.

In bread and cup you open heaven to us.
Meet us at this table,

that we receive what we seek

and follow your Son, Jesus,

in whose name we pray.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

14
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel,

the rescue from Egypt,

the gift of the promised land,

the words of the prophets;

and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,

who proclaimed the good news in word and deed

and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
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broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all fo drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the withess of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power

to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,

that we who share in Christ's body and blood

may live to the praise of your glory

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants

of every time and every place,

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,



now and forever.
Amen.

LORD'’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
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You are invited to come forward down the center aisle to the altar railing receive

the Meal today. Please fill in along the railing from the pulpit to lectern sides.
You may either stand or kneel to receive the Meal. The Meal will be served
continuously. After you have received the Meal and after a quiet prayer of
thanksgiving you may return to your seats via the side aisles. Gluten free wafers

are available as an alternative. Please ask. White grape juice, in the center ring
of each serving tray, is available as an alternative to the wine. Praise God for the
life giving presence of the crucified-risen Christ in the bread and wine of this holy

meall

At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one.
Come and see.
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COMMUNION
COMMUNION HYMN “Lamb of God” ELW p. 135
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BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.

Amen

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray:

Giver of every gift,

Christ's body is our food, and we are Christ’s body.
Raise us to life by your power

for the benefit of all and to your glory,

now and forever.

Amen.

+SENDING+



God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

God who names you,

Christ who claims you,

and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you,

+ bless you and remain with you always.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN Lord, You Give the Great Commission ELW 579

1 Lord, you give the great commission:
"Heal the sick and preach the word."
Lest the church neglect its mission,
and the gospel go unheard,
help us witness to your purpose
with renewed integrity:

Refrain
With the Spirit's gifts empow'r us
for the work of ministry.

2 Lord, you call us to your service:
"In my name baptize and teach."
That the world may trust your promise,
life abundant meant for each,
give us all new fervor, draw us
closer in community: Refrain

3 Lord, you make the common holy:
"This my body, this my blood."
Let us all, for earth's true glory,
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daily lift life heavenward,
asking that the world around us
share your children's liberty: Refrain

4 Lord, you show us love's true measure:
"Father, what they do, forgive."
Yet we hoard as private freasure
all that you so freely give.
May your care and mercy lead us
to a just society: Refrain

5 Lord, you bless with words assuring:
"I am with you to the end."
Faith and hope and love restoring,
may we serve as you infend
and, amid the cares that claim us,
hold in mind eternity: Refrain

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are God's beloved. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, January 28, 2024

Pastor Les Swenson

Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister of Music

Assistant Minister: Mike Beaudoin

Lector: Jen Alling

Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Noah Galvin, Connor Pratt
Ushers: Donald Zurell, Alan Rindfleisch, Denise Martin

Altar Guild: Denise Martin
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THIS WEEK'S CALENDAR

Monday, January 29, 2024

6:00 p.m. Bristol Chorale

Tuesday, January 30, 2024

6:45 Hand Bells

8:00 p.m. Voice Choir

Wednesday, January 31, 2024

7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Bible Study

Thursday, February 1, 2024

7:00 p.m. AA (Fellowship Hall)

7:00 p.m. Al Anon (Youth Room)

Sunday, February 4, 2024; Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook)
10:30 a.m. Coffee Hour

ST. ANDREW LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRISTOL, CT

1125 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT

Church Office Hours: Monday — Thursday ? a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Church Phone: 860.583.5809

Email: churchoffice@standrewct.org

The Rev. Les Swenson, Transition Pastor, phone #: 860.857.9362
Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister of Music

Nicole Gergler, Church Administrator
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