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St. Andrew Church’s “Why” Statement…  To come together as a 

worshipping community,  nourished by God’s love so that we may reflect 

God’s love to others.                                 Adopted April 2023 

 

January 21, 2024 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 
As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to 

discipleship show us the implications of our baptismal calling to show 

Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the good news and calling 

people to repentance right after John the Baptist is arrested for preaching 

in a similar way. Knowing that John was later executed, we see at the very 

outset the cost of discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave 

everything they have known and worked for all their lives to follow Jesus 

and fish for people. 
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+GATHERING+ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God. 

 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE          Trumpet Voluntary                 J. Travers (1703-1758) 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked 

at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

creator of darkness and light, 

word of truth, 

wind sweeping over the waters. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God, our rock and refuge, 

we pour out our hearts before you. 

We have known you but have not always loved you. 

We have wounded one another 

and sinned against you. 

We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit 

dwelling in each of us. 

Remember your covenant. 

Renew your creation. 

Restore us, 

that we might proclaim your good news to all. 

Amen. 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. 

God has spoken: 

The time of grace is now. 

In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. 
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By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

your sins are forgiven. 

You are God’s beloved. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN    Listen, God Is Calling       ELW 513 
 

Refrain 

 Listen, 

listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting, 

 offering forgiveness, comfort and joy. 

 Listen, 

listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting, 

 offering forgiveness, comfort and joy. 

 

1 Jesus gave his mandate: 

 share the good news 

 that he came to save us 

 and set us free.  Refrain 

 

2 Let none be forgotten 

 throughout the world. 

 (In the triune name of God) 

 go and baptize.  Refrain 

 

3 Help us to be faithful, 

 standing steadfast, 

 walking in your precepts, 

 led by your Word.  Refrain 
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GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.   

                                                        

KYRIE                 

Choir sings verses, All sing Refrain  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY.  
Let us pray.  

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. 

Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 
+WORD+ 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.  

 

CHILDREN’S BIBLE STORY TIME  

Children may leave worship with the teachers for  

Bible Story Time.  They will return during the Hymn of the Day.  
 

 

FIRST READING                    Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
 

The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-

sentence message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s 

dismay, the people of Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get the reader 

to wrestle with the question “On whom should God have mercy?” 

 

A reading from Jonah. 

 
1The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go 

to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell 

you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of 

the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk 

across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he 

cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the 

people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, 

great and small, put on sackcloth. 

 10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, 

God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would 

bring upon them; and he did not do it. 
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The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM   Psalm  62:5-12 
 
5For God alone I wait in silence; 

  truly, my hope is in God. 

 6God alone is my rock and my salvation, 

  my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken. 

 7In God is my deliverance and my honor; 

  God is my strong rock and my refuge. 

 8Put your trust in God always, O people, 

  pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.  

 9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate can 

not be trusted. 

  Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a breath. 

 10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; 

  though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 

 11God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, 

  that power belongs to God. 

 12Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord, 

  for you repay all according to their deeds.  

 
 

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
 

Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, 

however, want Christians to live in the present in fervent anticipation of God’s 

future, which even now has dawned through the death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

A reading from Corinthians 

 
29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, 

let even those who have wives be as though they had none, 30and those 

who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as 

though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had 
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no possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as though they had 

no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 

Word of God, word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                             ELW p. 188 

 
GOSPEL  Mark 1:14-20 
 

Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known 

as “the gospel” or good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who 

realize this will respond with repentance and faith. 

 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the 

good news of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 

God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 

 16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his 
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brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And 

Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 18And 

immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little 

farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in 

their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left 

their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

SERMON 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY    You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore  

                                                                                           ELW 817 
1 You have come down to the lakeshore 

 seeking neither the wise nor the wealthy, 

 but only asking for me to follow. 

 

Refrain 

 Sweet Lord, you have looked into my eyes; 

 kindly smiling, you've called out my name. 

 On the sand I have abandoned my small boat; 

 now with you, I will seek other seas. 

 

2 You know full well what I have, Lord: 

 neither treasure nor weapons for conquest, 

 just these my fish nets and will for working.  Refrain 

 

3 You need my hands, my exhaustion, 

 working love for the rest of the weary-- 

 a love that's willing to go on loving.  Refrain 

 

4 You who have fished other waters; 

 you, the longing of souls that are yearning: 

       O loving Friend, you have come to call me.  Refrain 
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APOSTLES’ CREED   
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

A  As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s 

blessing on the church, the world, and all of creation. 
 

A brief silence. 

A  God our rock and deliverance, do not let your church be shaken. We 

trust you never abandon your promises to the most vulnerable among us. 

Give your church wisdom and empathy in its varied ministries. 

God of grace, receive our prayer. 

 

A  God our hope and refuge, you placed the fish in the sea. Guide our 

care of oceans and all creatures that live in them. Hold us accountable 
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for actions that endanger water sources and the people who depend on 

them. 

God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

A  God who proclaims judgement and offers mercy, be a model to the 

leaders of our nation and the world. As they lead, may they follow in your 

way of justice and truth.  

God of grace, receive our prayer. 

 

A  God who cares for the suffering, care for survivors of assault and sexual 

abuse and sustain all who minister to them (as the martyr, Agnes, 

ministered to victims of sexual abuse). Keep safe any who live under 

threat of violence, those living in poverty, and any among us who are ill or 

in pain, especially Bill, Marge, Arthur,  Callum, Paul, Charles, Steven, 

Johanna, Carole, Anna, Nancy, Susan, Jean, Tracey, Donna,  Larry, 

Denise, Robert, Karen, Roy, Joan, Lou, Lee, and those we name before 

you, on our lips or in the silence of our hearts.   

(Pause for silence) 
 

God of grace, receive our prayer. 

 

A God of resurrection and new life, as the first disciples shared the good 

news, empower us and this faith community to be open to your call. 

When we are uncertain of your call, assure us. When we have strayed 

from your ways, redirect us.  

God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

A  Guide and nurture our Lutheran congregations in Bristol and Plainville — 

Grace, Zion, Gloria Dei and St. Andrew — as we continue exploring and 

discovering pathways of joining together in proclaiming  your Good News 

and building a servant community of healing, hope and new life.  Open 

our hearts and minds to visions of your church for a new day. 

God of grace, receive our prayer. 
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A  God who holds the saints against your tender bosom, we trust you 

welcome them into your care. Comfort those who grieve, even as we 

place our hope in your salvation.  

God of grace, receive our prayer. 

 

A  Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the 

silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

SHARE THE PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 
 

+MEAL+ 
God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the 

care of those in need.  
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OFFERTORY HYMN        Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken                                                  
st. 1,2                                                                                             ACS 966 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray: 

Blessed are you, Holy One, 

for all good things come from you. 

In bread and cup you open heaven to us. 

Meet us at this table, 

that we receive what we seek 

and follow your Son, Jesus, 

in whose name we pray. 

Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                              ELW pg. 130

GREAT THANKSGIVING    

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 

Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 

You have filled all creation with light and life; 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 

the promise to Israel, 

the rescue from Egypt, 

the gift of the promised land, 

the words of the prophets; 

and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, 

who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 

and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
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broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 

we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 

we await his coming in power 

to share with us the great and promised feast. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 

that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 

may live to the praise of your glory 

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Join our prayers with those of your servants 

of every time and every place, 

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 

until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

Through him, with him, in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
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now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
You are invited to come forward down the center aisle to the altar railing receive 

the Meal today.  Please fill in along the railing from the pulpit to lectern sides.  

You may either stand or kneel to receive the Meal.  The Meal will be served 

continuously.  After you have received the Meal and after a quiet prayer of 

thanksgiving you may return to your seats via the side aisles.  Gluten free wafers 

are available as an alternative.  Please ask.  White grape juice, in the center ring 

of each serving tray, is available as an alternative to the wine.  Praise God for the 

life-giving presence of the crucified-risen Christ in the bread and wine of this holy 

meal! 

 
At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. 

Come and see. 
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COMMUNION  

 

COMMUNION HYMN    “Lamb of God”         ELW p. 135 

 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. 

Amen 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray: 

Giver of every gift, 

Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. 

Raise us to life by your power 

for the benefit of all and to your glory, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
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+SENDING+ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 
God who names you, 

Christ who claims you, 

and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, 

☩ bless you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 
 
 

SENDING HYMN   Lead Me, Guide Me   ELW 768 
 

Refrain Lead me, guide me, along the way;  

for if you lead me, I cannot stray.  

Lord, let me walk each day with thee.  

Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 

 

1 I am weak and I need thy strength and pow’r 

to help me over my weakest hour.  

Help me through the darkness they face to see.  

Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain 

 

2 Help me tread in the paths of righteousness 

Be my aid when Satan and sin oppress. 

I am putting all my trust in thee.  

Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain 

 

3 I am lost if you take your hand from me, 

I am blind without thy light to see. 

Lord, just always let me they servant be. 

Lead me, O Lord, Lead me. Refrain 
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DISMISSAL  
Go in peace.  You are God’s beloved. Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE  

WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, January 21, 2024 
Pastor Les Swenson 

Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister of Music 

Assistant Minister:  Arlene Creswell 

Lector:  Bob Herold 

Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Noah Galvin, Connor Pratt 

Ushers: Donald Zurell, Alan Rindfleisch, Denise Martin 

Altar Guild:  Denise Martin 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License #26763.  

Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE with license #A-724528.  All rights reserved. 
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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday, January 22, 2024 

6:00 p.m. Bristol Chorale 

Tuesday, January 23, 2024 

6:45 Hand Bells 

8:00 p.m. Voice Choir 

Wednesday, January 24, 2024    

7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  Bible Study 

Thursday, January 25, 2024 

7:00 p.m. AA  (Fellowship Hall) 

7:00 p.m. Al Anon (Youth Room) 

Sunday, January 28, 2024;  Third Sunday after Epiphany 

9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook) 

10:30 a.m. Coffee Hour 

11:00 a.m.  Annual Congregational Meeting 

 

This afternoon, January 21, 1-3 p.m., members of our four Bristol area 

Lutheran congregations — Gloria Dei, Grace, Zion and St. Andrew — are 

invited and encouraged to gather at Gloria Dei Church to continue our 

conversations regarding the possibility of the creation of a new 

congregation and new ventures in ministry.  

 

Discussions in the large and small groups as we build on all the 

constructive conversation and work over the past seven months and think 

and dream together about the days ahead. There will also be time for 

questions about the process and directions ahead. The Rev. Steven Wilco, 

Associate to the Bishop of our New England Synod, will lead and facilitate 

our time together.   

 

Please join the conversation! 
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ST. ANDREW LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRISTOL, CT 

1125 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT 

Church Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Church Phone: 860.583.5809 

Email:  churchoffice@standrewct.org 

The Rev. Les Swenson, Transition Pastor, phone #: 860.857.9362  

Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister of Music  

Nicole Gergler, Church Administrator 

 


