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Evangelical Luthaeran Church

St. Andrew Church’s “Why” Statement... To come together as a
worshipping community, nourished by God'’s love so that we may reflect
God'’s love to others. Adopted April 2023

November 5, 2023

All Saints Sunday
All Saints celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead, who
are the body of Christ. As November heralds the dying of the landscape
in many northern regions, the readings and liturgy call us to remember all
who have died in Christ and whose baptism is complete. At the Lord’s
table we gather with the faithful of every time and place, frusting that the
promises of God will be fulfiled and that all tears will be wiped away in
the new Jerusalem.



+GATHERING+
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God.

WELCOME
PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
in whose image we are made,

who claims us and calls us beloved.
Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy One,

we confess that we are not awake for you.
We are not faithful in using your gifts.

We forget the least of our siblings.

We do not see your beautiful image in one another.
We are infected by sin

that divides your beloved community.

Open our hearts to your coming,

open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,
open our hands to serve your creation.
Amen.

Beloved, we are God's children,

and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.
Through + Jesus you are forgiven,

by Jesus you are welcome,

in Jesus you are called to rejoice!

Let us live in the promises prepared for us



from the foundation of the world.
Amen

GATHERING HYMN For All The Saints ELW 422
St.1,2,3, 6 and 7

1

For all the saints who from their labors rest,
who thee by faith before the world confessed,
thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.

Alleluial Alleluial

Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might;
thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight;
thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light.
Alleluial Alleluial

Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine,
we feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
yet all are one in thee, for all are thine.
Alleluial Alleluial

And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long,
steals on the ear the distant friumph song,

and hearts are brave again and arms are strong.
Alleluia! Alleluial

The golden evening brightens in the west;
soon, soon to faithful servants cometh rest;
sweet is the calm of paradise the blest.
Alleluial Alleluial

But then there breaks a yet more glorious day:
the saints triumphant rise in bright array;

the King of glory passes on his way.

Alleluial Alleluia!



7 From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast,
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:

Alleluial Alleluial

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in
the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to
follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know
the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

+WORD+
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

CHILDREN'S BIBLE STORY TIME
Children may leave worship with the teachers for
Bible Story Time. They will return during the Hymn of the Day.

FIRST READING Revelation 7:9-17

The book of Revelation is written to seven churches in western Asia Minor during
a time of great oppression. Today'’s reading is a response to the question asked
in6:17: “Who is able to stand?” The writer gives the faithful the assurance of
God'’s protection and a vision of victory.



A reading from Revelation.

?After this | looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, from all fribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with
palm branches in their hands. 19They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the
Lamb!”
MTANnd all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and
the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and
worshiped God, '“singing,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed
in white, and where have they come frome” 14 said to him, “Sir, you are
the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come
out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb.
I15For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
7for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 34:1-10, 22
' will bless the LOrRD at all times;
the praise of God shall ever be in my mouth.
2l will glory in the LORD;
let the lowly hear and rejoice.
3Proclaim with me the greatness of the LORD;
let us exalt God's name together.
4l sought the LorD, who answered me
and delivered me from all my terrors.
SLook upon the LORD and be radiant,
and let not your faces be ashamed.
¢l called in my dffliction, and the Lorp heard me
and saved me from all my troubles.
‘The angel of the LORD encamyps around those who fear the LORD
and delivers them.
fTaste and see that the LorD is good;
happy are they who take refuge in God!
?Fear the LORD, you saints of the LORD,
for those who fear the LORD lack nothing.
10The lions are in want and suffer hunger,
but those who seek the Lorp lack nothing that is good.
220 LorD, you redeem the life of your servants,
and those who put their trust in you will not be punished.

SECOND READING 1 John 3:1-3

A saint is one who has been set apart by God for God'’s purposes. God, out of
divine love, set us apart to be the children of God. Our holy hope is that we shall
see God as God really is.

A reading from John



ISee what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children
of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is
that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God'’s children now; what we
will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. SAnd all who
have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia. They are before the | throne of God,* and the one who is seated
on the throne will | shelter them. Alleluia. (Rev. 7:15)

GOSPEL Matithew 5:1-12

In the Beatitudes, Jesus provides a unique description of those who are blessed
with God'’s favor. His teaching is surprising and shocking to those who seek
wealth, fame, and control over others.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat
down, his disciples came to him. ?Then he began to speak, and taught



them, saying:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kihngdom of heaven.

4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

S“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

¢“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will
be filled.

7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

?“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. '?Rejoice and be glad,
for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted
the prophets who were before you.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Give Thanks for Saints ELW 428

1 Give thanks for those whose faith is firm
when all around seems bleak:
on God's good promise they rely,
so while they live and when they die
how forcefully they speak—
the strong, who once were weak!

2 Give thanks for those whose hope is clear,
beyond mere mortal sight:
who seek the city God has planned,
the true, eternal promised land,
and steer on toward that light,



a beacon ever bright.

3 Give thanks for those whose love is pure,
a sparkling precious stone:
they show by what they say and do
an inward beauty, warm and true,
for God's concerns they own—
God's love through them is known.

4 Give thanks for saints of ages past
and saints alive today:
though often by this world despised,
their hearts by God are richly prized.
Give thanks that we may say
we share their pilgrim way.

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
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the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the
church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

A Holy God, the church triumphant gathers around your throne to praise
you. We join them in worship and remember your sustaining grace in
every generation. Heal our divisions; show us unity in your presence.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A Holy creator, we marvel at your creation revealed in the cycle of
seasons, changing landscapes, and the rise and fall of ocean tides. Turn
us from selfish consumption and open us to gentle healing of the earth so
all creation thrives.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A Holy advocate, we lift grateful hearts for the ability to vote and elect
leaders. Grant wisdom to those who will be elected and safety to poll
workers. May civic leaders serve the whole community, especially all who
are underrepresented or oppressed.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A Holy headler, bless the brokenhearted and all who mourn. Send your
compassion to all who grieve, grant wholeness to those who are sick, and
accompany the dying. Be near to all who need you, especially Bill,
Marge, Arthur, Jim, Callum, Paul, Charles, Steven, Johanna, Carole, Anna,
Nancy, Susan, Marie, Jean, Tracey, Donna, Michael, Pat, Robert, Karen,
and those we name before you, on our lips or in the silence of our hearts.
(Pause for silence).

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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A Holy comforter, we pray for this congregation, that the promise of your
new life may be shared and experienced. We pray for the funeral ministry
of this congregation, that families and friends seeking your love find it
here.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A Holy One, for the saints who now rest in your mercy, we give you
thanks. We remember their witness of faithfulness and love (Gary
Dubnansky, Melinda Baumgartner, Russell Murphy, Michael Mancini,
Theodore Neumann, Nick Ferro, Eleanor O'Regan, Trudi Wedler, Marilyn
Cassareno, llse Wishneski.

Praise to you for the eternal life they have been given through Jesus
Christ.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SHARE THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

+MEAL+
God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the
care of those in need.

Voluntary on What is the World Like ACS 1047
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OFFERTORY HYMN We All Are One In Mission  ELW 576
st. 1
We All Are One in Mission
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1 We all are one iIn mis - sion; we all are one in call,
2 We all are called for ser - vice, to wit-ness in God’s name.
3 Now let us be u - nit - ed, and let our song be heard.
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Our min-is - tries are dif f’rent; our pur - pose is the same:
Now let us be a ves - sel for God’s re - deem-ing Word.
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to plan and work to - geth - er that all may know Christ’s love.
so ev-'ry folk and na - tion may feel God’swarm em - brace.
our var-ied gifts u - nit - ed by Christ,the Lord of all.

Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955
Music: KUORTANE, Finnish folk tune
Text © 1986 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray:

God of all goodness,

generations have turned to you,

gathered around your table,

and shared your abundant blessings.

Number us among them

that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance,
and give thanks for your rich blessings,

we may feast upon your very self

and care for all that you have made,

through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the witness of your saints you show
us the hope of our calling and strengthen us to run the race set before
us, that we may delight in your mercy and rejoice with them in glory.
And so, with Gary, Melinda, Russell, Michael, Theodore, Nick, Eleanor,
Trudi, Marilyn, lise, and all the saints, with the choirs of angels and all the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW pg. 108
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est

GREAT THANKSGIVING

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel,

the rescue from Egypt,

the gift of the promised land,

the words of the prophets;

and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,

who proclaimed the good news in word and deed

14



and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all fo drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the withess of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power

to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,

that we who share in Christ’s body and blood

may live to the praise of your glory

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants

15
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of every time and every place,

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,

now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

You are invited to come forward down the center aisle to the altar railing receive
the Meal today. Please fill in along the railing from the pulpit to lectern sides.

You may either stand or kneel to receive the Meal. The Meal will be served
continuously. After you have received the Meal and after a quiet prayer of
thanksgiving you may return to your seats via the side aisles. Gluten free wafers
are available as an alternative. Please ask. White grape juice, in the center ring
of each serving tray, is available as an alternative to the wine. Praise God for the
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life giving presence of the crucified-risen Christ in the bread and wine of this holy
meal!

There is a place for you at the banquet.
Come and feast at Jesus' table.

COMMUNION
COMMUNION HYMN “Lamb of God” ELWp. 112
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BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.

Amen



POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray:

Lord Jesus,

in this simple meal you have set a banquet.

Sustain us on the journey,

strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children,
and give us glad and generous hearts

as we meet you on the way.

Amen.
+SENDING+
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING

May the God of all creation,

in whose image we are made,

who claims us and calls us beloved,
who strengthens us for service,

give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God,

Sovereign, + Savior, and Spirit,

be with you today and always.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN Oh When the Saints Go Marching In ACS 950

1

Oh, when the saints go marching in,
oh, when the saints go marching in,
O Lord, | want to be in that number
when the saints go marching in.

Oh, when the Lord in glory comes,
oh, when the Lord in glory comes,
O Lord, | want to be in that number
when the Lord in glory comes.

Oh, when the new world is revealed,
oh, when the new world is revealed,
O Lord,  want to be in that number
when the new world is revealed.

Oh, when they gather round the throne,
oh, when they gather round the throne,
O Lord,  want to be in that number
when they gather round the throne.

And on that hallelujah day,

and on that hallelujah day,

O Lord, | want to be in that number
on that hallelujah day.

DISMISSAL

Beloved of God,

go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, November 5, 2023

Rev. Les Swenson

Guest Musician: Carol Yachanin

Assistant Minister: Terry Gustafson

Lector: Jen Alling

Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Noah Galvin, Connor Pratt
Ushers: Donald Millorandt, Bill Golden, Kathy Golden

Altar Guild: Denise Martin

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #26763.

Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE with license #A-724528. All rights reserved.



THIS WEEK'S CALENDAR

Monday, November 6, 2023

6:00 p.m. Bristol Chorale

Tuesday, November 7, 2023

No Choir or Handbell Practice

Wednesday, November 8, 2023

7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Bible Study

Thursday, November 9, 2023

7:00 p.m. AA (Fellowship Hall)

7:00 p.m. Al Anon (Youth Room)

Sunday, November 12, 2023; 24th Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook)
10:30 a.m. Coffee Hour

ST. ANDREW LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRISTOL, CT

1125 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT

Church Office Hours: Monday — Thursday 2 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Church Phone: 860.583.5809

Email: churchoffice@standrewct.org

The Rev. Les Swenson, Transition Pastor Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister
of Music

Nicole Gergler, Church Administrator
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