
 

  

St. Andrew Church’s “Why” Statement…  To come together as a 

worshipping community,  nourished by God’s love so that we may reflect 

God’s love to others.                                 Adopted April 2023 

 
October 29, 2023 

Reformation Sunday 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always 

be reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing 

world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets 

us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom 

given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite 

more fully in worship and mission. 

 

Welcome today to our partners in ministry from Grace, Zion and Gloria Dei 

Lutheran Churches as we continue to build community in Christ and lean 

into the promise of new life together.  Our gratitude to the Rev. Steven 

Wilco, Associate to the Bishop of our New England Synod, for serving as 

our preacher today, and to the many musicians who share their gifts to 

enrich our worship on this festival day. 
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+GATHERING+ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God. 

 

WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE   Prelude on "Kelvingrove"  arr. S.Eithun 

                  Handbell Choir 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked 

at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be God, 

the one who forms us, 

☩ Jesus who bears the cross, 

the Spirit who makes our joy complete. 

Amen. 

Let us bow before God in humility, 

confessing our sin. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Steadfast and faithful God, 

you have revealed the ways of justice, 

yet we fail to follow you. 

We are overwhelmed 

by the world’s violence and suffering. 

We are afraid to risk what we have 

for the sake of others. 

For the harm we have caused, 

known and unknown, forgive us. 

For the unjust demands we place on others 

and your creation, forgive us. 

For the ways we turn away 
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from you and our neighbor, forgive us. 

Lead us back to you 

and set us on the right path; 

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

Beloved in Christ, 

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. 

God’s compassion is beyond compare. 

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. 

In ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 

Amen 

 
GATHERING HYMN        A Mighty Fortress Is Our God            ELW 504   
 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 

 a sword and shield victorious; 

 he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 

 and wins salvation glorious. 

 The old satanic foe 

 has sworn to work us woe! 

 With craft and dreadful might  

 he arms himself to fight. 

 On earth he has no equal. 

 

2 No strength of ours can match his might! 

 We would be lost, rejected. 

 But now a champion comes to fight, 

 whom God himself elected. 

 You ask who this may be? 

 The Lord of hosts is he! 

 Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 
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 God's only Son, adored. 

 He holds the field victorious. 

 

3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 

 all threat'ning to devour us, 

 we tremble not, unmoved we stand; 

 they cannot overpow'r us. 

 Let this world's tyrant rage; 

 in battle we'll engage! 

 His might is doomed to fail; 

 God's judgment must prevail! 

 One little word subdues him. 

 

 

4 God's Word forever shall abide, 

 no thanks to foes, who fear it; 

 for God himself fights by our side 

 with weapons of the Spirit. 

 Were they to take our house, 

 goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

 though life be wrenched away, 

 they cannot win the day. 

 The kingdom's ours forever! 
 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.                                                          
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PRAYER OF THE DAY.  

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the 

church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep 

them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, 

defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the 

church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
+WORD+ 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.  
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

FIRST READING                    Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will 

expect the people to live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will 

defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is 

possible only because the LORD will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our 

hope lies in a God who forgets. 

 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
 

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be 

like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by 

the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 

broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant 

that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will 

put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their 

God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one 

another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, 



6 
 

from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their 

iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
 

PSALM   Hymn       When Our Song  Says Peace    ELW 709 

1 When our song says peace and the world says war, 

we will sing despite the world. 

We will trust the song, for we sing of God, 

who breaks the spear and sword 

and stills the storm of war. 

 

2 When our song says free and the world says bound, 

we will sing despite the world. 

We will trust the song, for we sing of God, 

who opens prison doors 

and sets the captives free. 

 

3 When our song says home and the world says lost, 

we will sing despite the world. 

We will trust the song, for we sing of God, 

who brings us home at last, 

and gives a song to all. 

 

 

 

SECOND READING    Romans 3:19-28 

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other 

Reformation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through 

works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God through the 

divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates 

us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 
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A reading from Romans 

 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are 

under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world 

may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified 

in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes 

the knowledge of sin. 

 

 21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, 

and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God 

through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 

distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they 

are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in 

Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his 

blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, 

because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously 

committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is 

righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 

 27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that 

of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified 

by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 

Word of God, word of life.   Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                   ELW p. 102 

 
Alleluia. If you continue in my word, you are truly | my disciples,* and you 

will know the truth, and the truth will | make you free. Alleluia. (John 8:31-

32) 

 

GOSPEL  John 8:31-36 

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. 

He reveals the truth that sets people free from sin. 

 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my 

word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the 

truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of 

Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by 

saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 

 34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin 

is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the 

household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you 

free, you will be free indeed.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY   Founded on Faith             ACS 1048 

1 Founded on faith, the church—alive by grace— 

 proclaims the gospel here and ev'ry place. 

 The word of God resounds through time and space: 

 Alleluia! 

 

2 Your cross, O Christ, renews our life each day. 

 Baptized in you, we learn and teach and pray. 

 Fed by your love, with thankful hearts, we say: 

 Alleluia! 

 

3 Equipped by prayer, we live the Spirit's call. 

 Empow'red to serve with gifts, both great and small, 

 we bring the living hope of God to all. 

 Alleluia! 

 

4 Growing in grace for God's created earth, 

 we yearn for justice, peace, and human worth; 

 a world restored; a faithful, caring church. 

 Alleluia! 

 

5 Founded on faith, called forth, empow'red to serve, 

 we share God's endless love without reserve. 

 Then let us shout aloud the living Word! 

 Alleluia! 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED   
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
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who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

A  Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for 

the church, the world, and all in need. 

 
A brief silence. 
 

A  God our parent, you call us your children and have made us siblings 

through your son Jesus. Heal the church’s many divisions, bring 

understanding and peace where there has been contention and strife, 

and unite us in one body through the love of Christ. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

A  God our creator, your hands have made the heights of the mountains, 

the depths of the sea, and the life that animates all creation. Bring relief to 

areas harmed by wildfires, floods, storms, and human carelessness. Renew 

the face of the earth. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
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A  God our ruler, the nations rage and the kingdoms shake, but your word 

stands fast forever. Let your justice and peace roll down like waters 

wherever there is strife, injustice, war, or religious conflict. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

A  God our champion, you are our refuge and strength, a very present 

help in times of trouble. Draw near to all who suffer, especially Bill, Marge, 

Arthur, Jim, Callum, Paul, Charles, Steven, Johanna, Carole, Anna, Nancy, 

Susan, Marie, Jean, Tracey, Donna, Michael, Pat, Robert, Karen, Marilyn, 

and those we name before you, on our lips or in the silence of our hearts.  

(Pause for silence).  Be their rest and comfort. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 

A  God our reformer, you make all things new. Free us from complacency, 

open us to unexpected ways, and kindle zeal in us for the future. We pray 

for young people affirming their baptism. With them, stir in us a desire for 

your wisdom. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

A  God our savior, you made yourself known in the lives of all who have 

died in the hope of your grace. We give thanks for the witness of reformers 

like Martin Luther and for all whose example has brought us closer to you. 

God of grace, hear our prayer 
 

A  Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

SHARE THE PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 
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+MEAL+ 
God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the 

care of those in need.  
 
 

REFORMATION CHOIR ANTHEM  This Little Light of Mine  arr. J.Helgen 

 

Refrain: This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine... 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 

Everywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine... 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 

Jesus gave it to me, I'm gonna let it shine... 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. Refrain. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN  God Whose Giving Knows No Ending     ELW 678  
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray: 

God of power, God of plenty, 

all things belong to you. 

We bring your gifts to the table, 

that all might be fed. 

Form us into the body of your Beloved, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                            ELW pg. 108  

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 

Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 

You have filled all creation with light and life; 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 

the promise to Israel, 

the rescue from Egypt, 

the gift of the promised land, 

the words of the prophets; 

and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, 

who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 
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and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 

we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 

we await his coming in power 

to share with us the great and promised feast. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 

that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 

may live to the praise of your glory 

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

Join our prayers with those of your servants 
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of every time and every place, 

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 

until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

Through him, with him, in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

You are invited to come forward to the front of the nave to receive the 

Meal.  The bread will be distributed by the Presiding Minister.  Gluten free 

wafers are available.  Please ask.  The wine, served in small glasses, can 

be received on either side of the front.  Also in each tray you will find 

glasses containing white grape juice as an alternative to the wine.  Return 

to your seats via the side aisles, placing your empty glasses in the baskets 
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provided along the way.  In returning to your seats, pause to pray and 

give thanks for the life- giving graces you have received in this holy meal 

offered us by the crucified-risen Jesus. 

 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready! 

 
COMMUNION  

 
COMMUNION HYMN    “Lamb of God”         ELW p. 112 

 
 

 

 

Song (from Suite Sunday for Organ and Piano)   E.L. Diemer 
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BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. 

Amen 

 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray: 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through 

the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

+SENDING+ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
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SENDING  HYMN    All People That on Earth Do Dwell  ELW 883 
 

1 All people that on earth do dwell, 

 sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 

 him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell; 

 come ye before him and rejoice. 

 

2 Know that the Lord is God indeed; 

 without our aid he did us make. 

 We are his folk, he doth us feed, 

 and for his sheep he doth us take. 

 

3 Oh, enter then his gates with praise; 

 approach with joy his courts unto; 

 praise, laud, and bless his name always, 

 for it is seemly so to do. 

 

4 For why? The Lord our God is good: 

 His mercy is forever sure; 

 his truth at all times firmly stood, 

 and shall from age to age endure. 

 

5 To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

 the God whom heav'n and earth adore, 

 from us and from the angel host 

 be praise and glory evermore. 

 
 
 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace.  God is at work in you. Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE     Ein feste Burg      J.Leavitt 
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WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, October 29, 2023 

Presiding Minister:  Rev. Les Swenson, Transition Pastor, St. Andrew 

Lutheran Church 

Preacher:  Rev. Steven Wilco, Associate to the Bishop of the New England 

Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Assisting with Communion:  Rev. Ed Duffy, Pastor Zion Lutheran Church; 

Momma J, Interim, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 

Musician:  Deacon Gwynne Hopko 

Assistant Minister:  Mike Beaudoin 

Lectors:  :   Steve Chmura, Grace Lutheran Church, First Reading 

Paul Martin, St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Second Reading  

 

Instrumentalists - Emily Gdovin, Alto Saxophone; Matthew Girard, Trumpet; 

Britt Lynch, Violin;  John Parsons, Organ 

Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Noah Galvin, Connor Pratt 

Ushers: Donald Millbrandt, Bill Golden, Kathy Golden 

Altar Guild:  Denise Martin 

 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License #26763.  

Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE with license #A-724528.  All rights reserved. 
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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 

 

Monday, October 30, 2023 

6:00 p.m. Bristol Chorale 

Tuesday, October 31, 2023 

No Choir or Handbell Practice 

Wednesday, November 1, 2023    

7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  Bible Study 

Thursday, November 2, 2023 

7:00 p.m. AA  (Fellowship Hall) 

7:00 p.m. Al Anon (Youth Room) 

Sunday, November 5, 2023;  All Saints Day 

23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook) 

10:30 a.m.  Coffee Hour  

 

ST. ANDREW LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRISTOL, CT 

1125 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT 

Church Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Church Phone: 860.583.5809 

Email:  churchoffice@standrewct.org 

The Rev. Les Swenson, Transition Pastor Gwynne Hopko, Deacon, Minister 

of Music  

Nicole Gergler, Church Administrator 

 


