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Evangelical Luthaeran Church

St. Andrew Church’s “Why” Statement... To come fogether as a
worshipping community, nourished by God'’s love so that we may
reflect God'’s love to others. Adopted April 2023

July 23, 2023

8th Sunday after Pentecost
It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable
of the wheat and the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together
until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the day that all creation will
be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both weeds and
wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God,
and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and
mercy.



+GATHERING+
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God.

WELCOME
PRELUDE Here I am, Lord by D. Schutte; arr. M. Hayes

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,
who looks upon us in compassion,
forgives our sin, and heals our lives.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Have mercy, O God,
against you, you alone,

we have sinned.

In your compassion,

cleanse us from our sin

and take away our guilt.
Create in us a new heart
and give us a steadfast spirit.
Do not cast us away,

but fill us with your Holy Spirit
and restore your joy within us.
Amen.

As tender as parent to child,



so deep is God's compassion for you.

As high as heaven is above earth,

so vast is God's love for you.

As far as east is from west,

so far God removes your sin from you,

renewing your life through Jesus Christ.

Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love.
Blessed be God forever.

GATHERING HYMN Hymn Sing

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY.

Let us pray.

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with
firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your
kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

+WORD+
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.



FIRST READING Isaiah 44:6-8

There are no other gods besides God: the word of the LORD does not fail to
come to pass. We can trust in God, through whom Israel—and we—are
redeemed.

A reading from Isaiah.

¢Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
| am the first and | am the last;
besides me there is no god.
'Who is like me?¢ Let them proclaim it,
let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.
8Do not fear, or be afraid;
have | not told you from of old and declared ite
You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; | know not one.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 86:11-17

"Teach me your way, O LORD, and | will walk in your truth;
give me an undivided heart to revere your name.
2] will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart,
and glorify your name forevermore.
I3For great is your love toward me;
you have delivered me from the pit of death.
“The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent



people seeks my life;
they have not set you before their eyes.
15But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth.
Turn to me and have mercy on me;
give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your
handmaid.
”Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may
see it and be put to shame;
because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.

SECOND READING Romans 8:12-25

For Paul, frue spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit,
which enables us to pray as God'’s children, keeps us in solidarity with
creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation
from bondage to death and decay.

A reading from Romans.

?So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh—'3for if you live according to the flesh, you
will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body,
you will live. "“For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of
God. '°For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear,
but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abbal
Father!” Téit is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we
are children of God, '"and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and
joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may
also be glorified with him.



18] consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. '"For the
creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of
God; %for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but
by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope ?'that the creation
itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the
freedom of the glory of the children of God. ?We know that the
whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 2*and
not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of
the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption
of our bodies. #“For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seenis
not hope. For who hopes for what is seen?¢ 2°But if we hope for what
we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

ELW 512

Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson
Text and music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GOSPEL Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world.
God'’s judgment will remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until

the end of human history.



The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in
his field;?°but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and
sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 2So when
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as
well. 2 And the slaves of the householder came and said to him,
‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field¢ Where, then, did
these weeds come from?e' 2He answered, ‘An enemy has done
this.” The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather
them?’ 27But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would
uproot the wheat along with them. 3°Let both of them grow
together until the harvest; and at harvest time | will tell the reapers,
Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but
gather the wheat info my barn.” "

3¢Then he left the crowds and went intfo the house. And his
disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the
weeds of the field.” 3’He answered, “The one who sows the good
seed is the Son of Man; 3¢the field is the world, and the good seed
are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the
evil one, ¥?and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. “°Just as the
weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end
of the age. “'The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will
collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, “2and
they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be



weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY The Reign of God, Like Farmer’s Field
ACS 952

] The reign of God, like farmer's field,
bears weeds along with wheat;
the good and bad are intertwined
till harvest is complete.

2 The reign of God is like a pearl
on barren land concealed.
If once you find that precious pear,
go out and buy that field.

3 Though hidden now, the reign of God
may, yet unnoticed, grow;
from deep within it rises up,
like yeast in swelling dough.

4 Like mustard tree, the reign of God
from tiny seed will spread,
till birds of ev'ry feather come
to nest, and there be fed.

5 The reign of God is come in Christ;
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the reign of God is near.
Ablaze among us, kindling hearts,
the reign of God is herel

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer
our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.
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A O God, you call your church to announce the gospel of
reconciliation and fruth both near and far. Guide your church as it
seeks your wisdom and shares it, trusting your Spirit bearing withess
among Us.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A You brought forth all creation and called it good. Direct
policymakers to protect lands and seas. Bring rain to sun-parched
fields and protect areas impacted by natural disasters.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A You desire peace among nations and peoples. Guard our
neighborhoods from hatred, watch over police officers and
firefighters, and teach us to advocate for those who live in fear.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A You are gracious and merciful, comforting those who suffer any
affliction especially Bill, Marge, Arthur, Jim, Callum, Paul, Charles,
Steven, Johanna, Carole, Trudi, Anna, Nancy, Susan, Marie, Jean,
Tracey, Chuck, Donna, Dan, and those we name, here aloud or in
the silence of our hearts.

(Pause for silence)

Sustain your people living with HIV/ AIDS, provide shelter for all who
are unhoused, and release any who are unjustly imprisoned.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
A You name each of us as your children. Guide our hospitality

ministry fo welcome all, our education ministry to equip us for faithful
living, and our social ministry to enact the gospel in our community.
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Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A You send faithful people to proclaim freedom from bondage and
to renew your church. Encourage us by the witness of the faithful
departed, so that we live into that same hope.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in
the name of the one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus
Christ our Savior.

Amen.

SHARE THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

+MEAL+
God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church,
including the care of those in need.



OFFERTORY HYMN Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring ELW 691

Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring
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I Ac-cept, O Lord, the gifts we bring to placeup-on your ta - ble.
2 The vines were plant - ed, seeds were sown. They grew in your good plea-sure.
3 Ourhopes and dreams,our toils and cares we lift in prayer be - fore you.
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We do not wor - ship as we oughtbut on - ly as we’re a - ble.
What once was com - mon, dail -y food be-comes a ho-ly trea-sure.
Lord, by your grace now cometo us, as hum-bly we a - dore you.

Text: Beth Bergeron Folkemer, b. 1957
Music: BARBARA ALLEN, English folk tune
Text © 1990 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray:

God of field and forest, sea and sky,

you are the giver of all good things.
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation,
and multiply your graciousness in us,

that the world may be fed with your love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

13
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all fimes and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
Holy God,

you alone are holy,
you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise:

beyond the stars;
beneath the seq;
within each cell;

with every breath.

We praise you, O God.
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Generations bless your faithfulness:
through the water;

by night and day;

across the wilderness;

out of exile;

into the future.

We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son:

at the heart of human life;
near to those who suffer;
beside the sinner;

among the poor;

with us now.

We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread,

and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples,

saying: Take and eat;

this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper,

he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink,

saying: This cup

is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

16



Remembering his love for us
on the way,

at the table,

and to the end,

we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We pray for the qift of your Spirit:

in our gathering;
within this meal;
among your people;
throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks
to you, holy God,

through Christ Jesus,

by your Spirit,

in your church,

without end.

Amen.

17
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LORD'’S PRAYER
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
You are invited to come forward down the center aisle to the altar railing
receive the Meal today. Please fill in along the railing from the pulpit to
lectern sides. You may either stand or kneel to receive the Meal. The
Meal will be served continuously. After you have received the Meal and
after a quiet prayer of thanksgiving you may return to your seats via the
side aisles. Gluten free wafers are available as an alternative. Please ask.
White grape juice, in the centerring of each serving tray, is available as
an alternative to the wine. Praise God for the life giving presence of the
crucified-risen Christ in the bread and wine of this holy meal!

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready!
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COMMUNION
COMMUNION HYMN “Lamb of God” ELW p. 208
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace.

Amen

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray:
We thank you, generous God,
for the refreshment we have received
at your banquet table.
Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world,
through the one who is our dearest treasure,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
+SENDING+
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Presentation of Pastor Perry and Sally Beaver Scholarship award
to Kyle Galvin.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN For the Fruit of All Creation ELW 679

1 For the fruit of all creation,



thanks be to God.

For these qgifts to ev'ry nation,
thanks be to God.

For the plowing, sowing, reaping,
silent growth while we are sleeping,
future needs in earth's safekeeping,
thanks be to God.

2 In the just reward of labor,

God's will is done.

In the help we give our neighbor,
God's will is done.

In our worldwide task of caring
for the hungry and despairing,

in the harvests we are sharing,
God's will is done.

3 For the harvests of the Spirit,
thanks be to God.
For the good we all inherit,
thanks be to God.
For the wonders that astound us,
for the fruths that still confound us,
most of all, that love has found us,
thanks be to God.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, July 23, 2023

The Rev. Les Swenson, Deacon Gwynne Hopko

Assistant Minister: Terry Gustafson

Lector: Arlene Creswell

Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Kyle Galvin, Noah Galvin,
Connor Praftt

Ushers: Donald Zurell, Alan Rindfleisch, Denise Martin

Altar Guild: Arlene Creswell, A. J. Trudel

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #26763.

Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from
ONE LICENSE with license #A-724528. All rights reserved.

THIS WEEK'S CALENDAR

Tuesday, July 25, 2023

6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Summer Bells
Wednesday, July 26, 2023

7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Bible Study
Thursday, July 27, 2023

7:00 p.m. AA (Fellowship Hall)
7:00 p.m. Al Anon (Youth Room)



Sunday, July 30, 2023; 9th Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube,
Facebook)

10:30 Congregational Meeting regarding Collaborative Ministry
followed by Coffee Hour
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