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Evangelical Lutheran Church

May 7, 2023

The Fifth Sunday of Easter
Service of Holy Communion
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, tfoday’s
gospel includes Jesus' promise that he goes to prepare a place
for his followers in his Father’'s house. Our baptism commissions us
to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are
a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of
darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear withess to the
risen Christ—our way, our fruth, our life.



+GATHERING+
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God.

WELCOME

PRELUDE

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

by whose hand we are given new birth,
by whose speaking we are given new life.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are welcomed, restored, and supported
as citizens of the new creation.

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Holy God,

holy and merciful,

holy and mighty,

you are the river of life,

you are the everlasting wellspring.

In mercy and might you have freed us from death



and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead.
In baptismal waters our old life is washed away,
and in them we are born anew.

Water may be poured info the font as the thanksgiving
continues.

Glory to you for oceans and lakes,

forrivers and streames.

Honor to you for waters that wash us clean,

quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures.
Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism,

the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation.

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you.
Empower our withess to your resurrection.
Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all.

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water.
Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment.
Where despair prevails, grant hope.

Where chaos reigns, bring peace.

We ask this through Christ,

who with you and the Spirit reigns forever.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Allelvia Jesus is Risen  ELW 377



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord ELW 875

HYMN OF PRAISE

Sung 2 Times
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PRAYER OF THE DAY.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and
the life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way
of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the
world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

+WORD+
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

CHILDRENS’ BIBLE STORY TIME
Children may leave worship with the teachers for
Bible Story Time. They will return during the Hymn of the Day.

FIRST READING Acts 7:55-60

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables
so that the apostles could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen
does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God'’s
word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith.

A reading from Acts.

SSFilled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and
saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of
God. »#¢"Look,"” he said, "l see the heavens opened and the Son
of Man standing at the right hand of God!"” >/But they covered



their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against
him. *Then they dragged him out of the city and began to
stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a
young man named Saul. *?While they were stoning Stephen, he
prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ¢©“Then he knelt down
and cried out in a loud voice, "“Lord, do not hold this sin against
them.” When he had said this, he died.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

In you, O LORD, have | taken refuge; let me never be put to
shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.
’Incline your ear to me;
make haste to deliver me.
3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my
crag and my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.
‘Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,
for you are my tower of strength.
‘Into your hands | commend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O LorD, God of truth.
>My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those
who persecute me.
sLet your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.”



SECOND READING 1 Peter 2:2-10

Christ is the cornerstone of God'’s saving work and the foundation of our
lives. We are God'’s chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and
declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ.

A reading from 1Peter.

2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by
it you may grow into salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that
the Lord is good.

“Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet
chosen and precious in God’s sight, and like living stones, let
yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. ¢For it stands in scripture:

“See, | am laying in Zion a stone,

a cornerstone chosen and precious;

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

’To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do
not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected

has become the very head of the corner,”
sand
“A stone that makes them stumble,
and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were
destined to do.

’But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,

God'’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty



acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous
light.
100Once you were not a people,
but now you are God's people;
once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ACS Pg. 33
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| am the way, the truth, | and the life.* No one comes to the
Father ex- I cept through me.
Repeat Acclamation

GOSPEL John 14:1-14

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his
disciples. As the one through whom God is known, he promises to go
before them and act on their behalf.
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The holy gospel according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] '“Do not let your hearts be
troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father’s
house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would |
have told you that | go to prepare a place for you? SAnd if | go
and prepare a place for you, | will come again and will take
you to myself, so that where | am, there you may be also. “And
you know the way to the place where | am going.” Thomas
said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How
can we know the way?” ¢Jesus said to him, I am the way, and
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. ’If you know me, you will know my Father also.
From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be
satisfied.” 7Jesus said to him, “Have | been with you all this time,
Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has
seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father'e 1°Do
you not believe that | am in the Father and the Fatheris in me?
The words that | say to you | do not speak on my own; but the
Father who dwells in me does his works. ''Believe me that | am
in the Father and the Fatheris in me; but if you do not, then
believe me because of the works themselves. ?Very truly, | tell
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that | do
and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because | am
going to the Father. '3 will do whatever you ask in my name, so
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that the Father may be glorified in the Son. “If in my name you
ask me for anything, | will do it.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life
ELW 816

Choir will sing vs 1, then congregation will sing vs 1-3

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotiten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray

for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.

A God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel
even in fimes of frouble. As we remember the martyr Stephen,
we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons,
including Gwynne Hopko and strengthen them for their bridge-
building ministry between church and world

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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A Creafing God, you show your steadfast love through mighty
waters, towering mountains, verdant fields, and arid deserts.
Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of pollution,
erosion, extinction, and global warming.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all fruth. Give wisdom
to world and local leaders and organizations as they begin,
build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid
organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt following conflict,
unrest, or natural disaster.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with
refugees, those experiencing homelessness, those fleeing war
and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your
heart. We pray for all who are sick especially Bill, Dean, Jean,
Shaun, Pat, Nick, Bill, Marge, Arthur, Jim, Callum, Paul, Charles,
Steven, Johanna, Carole, Trudi, Anna, Marie, Jean, Pat and
Dan, and those we name, here aloud or in the silence of our
hearts.

(Pause for silence)
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A Assuring God, you accompany your people amid
uncertainty and change. Uphold people in this community who
have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are
going through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your ways.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



A Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly
banguet. We give you thanks for the care shown us by those
who have gone before us. Grant confidence and comfort for
all awaiting the place you have prepared.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our
prayers and praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

Amen.

SHARE THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

+MEAL+
God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ.
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OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church,

including the care of those in need.



OFFERTORY HYMN God Extends an Invitation ELW 486

God Extends an Invitation
Nuestro Padre nos invita
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feast of life is spread; here the feast of life is

Text: Miria T. Kolling; English and Spanish tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923
Music: NUESTRO PADRE, Miria T. Kolling

Spanish and English text @ 1998 Augsburg Fortress,

Music © Miria T. Kolling.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

spread.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray:

Generous God,

in this meal you offer your very self.

We give thanks for these gifts of the earth.

In the breaking of this bread
reveal to us the Risen One.

In the pouring of this wine

pour us out in service to the world;
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

16



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all fimes and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the tfrue Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;

who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses
of the resurrection,

with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

17



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ACS Pg. 36
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

O God most mighty,

O God most merciful,

O God our rock and our salvation,
hear us as we praise,

call us to your table,

grant us your life.

When the earth was a formless void,

you formed order and beauty.

When Abraham and Sarah were barren,
you sent them a child;

When the Israelites were enslaved,

you led them to freedom.

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath,
and the psalmists cried out for healing,

and full of compassion, you granted the people your life.

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother.

He was born among the poor,

he lived under oppression,

he wept over the city.

With infinite love, he granted the people your life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

19



Again, after supper, he took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. Amen.
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. Amen.

20

Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen.

Amen.

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal.

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself.

O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one.
O God, you are Fire: fransform us with hope.

O God most majestic, O God most motherly,

O God our strength and our song,

you show us a vision of a tree of life

with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations.
Grant us such life,

the life of the Father to the Son,

the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior,

life in you, now and forever.

Amen.
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LORD'’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

You are invited to come forward down the center aisle to the altar railing
receive the Meal today. Please fill in along the railing from the pulpit to
lectern sides. You may either stand or kneel to receive the Meal. The
Meal will be served continuously. After you have received the Meal and
after a quiet prayer of thanksgiving you may return to your seats via the
side aisles. Gluten free wafers are available as an alternative. Please ask.
White grape juice, in the center ring of each serving tray, is available as
an alternative to the wine. Praise God for the life giving presence of the
crucified-risen Christ in the bread and wine of this holy meal!

Taste and see that the Lord is good.



COMMUNION

COMMUNION HYMN “Be Known To Us in the Breaking of the
Bread...” ACS pg. 40
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BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace.

Amen



POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray:

Gracious God,

in you we live and move and have our being.
With your word and this meal of grace,

you have nourished our life together.
Strengthen us to show your love

and serve the world in Jesus’ name.

Amen.
+SENDING+
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
The God of all,

who raised + Jesus from the dead,
bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit
to live in the new creation. Amen.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN | Know that My Redeemer Lives! ELW 619

Vs.1,3,68

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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