
 

  

May 21, 2023 

 

The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 Service of Holy Communion 

In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather 

with the disciples in the upper room, waiting for the Spirit to 

transform the church around the world. In today’s gospel Jesus 

prays for his followers and for their mission in his name. Amid 

religious, social, and economic divisions, we seek the unity that 

Jesus had with his Father. Made one in baptism, we go forth to 

live our faith in the world, eager for the unity that God intends 

for the whole human family. 
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+GATHERING+ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God. 

 

WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE   A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing              Paul Manz 

 

GATHERING HYMN  A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!  ELW 393 
 

1 A hymn of glory let us sing! 

New hymns throughout the world shall ring: 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Christ, by a road before untrod, 

 ascends unto the throne of God. 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

2 The holy apostolic band 

 upon the Mount of Olives stand, 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 and with his faithful foll'wers see 

 their Lord ascend in majesty. 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

3 To whom the shining angels cry, 

 "Why stand and gaze upon the sky?" 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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 "This is the Savior!" thus they say, 

 "this is his glorious triumph day!" 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

4 "You see him now, ascending high 

 up to the portals of the sky." 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 "Hereafter Jesus you shall see 

 returning in great majesty." 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

5 O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 

 all praise to you let earth accord: 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 You are, while endless ages run, 

 with Father and with Spirit one. 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  
 

 

 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.                                                          
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HYMN OF PRAISE      Praise, Praise, Praise  the Lord   ELW 875  

Intro by Choir, then all sing 2 Times   
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PRAYER OF THE DAY.  

Let us pray.  

O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and 

ascended to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each 

other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn 

into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

+WORD+ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.  

 

CHILDRENS’ BIBLE STORY TIME  

Children may leave worship with the teachers for  

Bible Story Time.  They will return during the Hymn of the Day.  

 

FIRST READING                  Acts  1:6-14 
Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the 

outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost. These verses tell of the risen Lord’s 

conversation with his disciples on the eve of his ascension, in which he 

promises that they will receive the power of the Holy Spirit. 

A reading from Acts. 

6When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], 

“Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to 

Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or 

periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 
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and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they 

were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 

their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up 

toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 

them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 

up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from 

you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 

into heaven.” 

 12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called 

Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey 

away. 13When they had entered the city, they went to the 

room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and 

James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 

Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and 

Judas son of James. 14All these were constantly devoting 

themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including 

Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.   

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM   Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 

 

Sing to God, who rides upon the clouds. (Ps. 68:4) 

 1Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered; 

  let those who hate God flee. 

 2As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away; 

  as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at 

the presence of God. 

 3But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; 
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  let them also be merry and joyful. 

 4Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one 

who rides the clouds; 

  I AM is that name, rejoice | before God!  

 5In your holy habitation, O God, 

  you are a father to orphans, defender of widows; 

 6you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into 

freedom; 

  but the rebels shall live in desert places. 

 7O God, when you went forth before your people, 

  when you marched through the wilderness, 

 8the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the 

presence of God, the God of Sinai, 

  at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 

 9You sent a bountiful rain, O God; 

  you restored your inheritance when it languished. 

 10Your people found their home in it; 

  in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the 

poor.  

 32Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; 

  sing praises to the Lord. 

 33You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens; 

  you send forth your voice, your mighty voice. 

 34Ascribe power to God, 

  whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies. 

 35How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel, 

  giving strength and power to your people! Blessed be God!  

 

 



8 
 

SECOND READING  1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11 

 
Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others. 

Nevertheless, we are to resist the designs of evil when we experience 

disparagement from others because we trust God’s grace will strengthen 

and guide us. 

 

A reading from 1Peter. 
 

12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking 

place among you to test you, as though something strange 

were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you are sharing 

Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for 

joy when his glory is revealed. 14If you are reviled for the name 

of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is 

the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 

 

 5:6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of 

God, so that he may exalt you in due time. 7Cast all your 

anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8Discipline 

yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the 

devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 9Resist him, 

steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and 

sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of 

suffering. 10And after you have suffered for a little while, the 

God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in 

Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish 

you. 11To him be the power forever and ever. Amen 

Word of God, word of life.   Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                ACS Pg. 33 

 
I will not leave you orphaned, | says the Lord.* I am com- | ing 

to you. 

Repeat Acclamation 

  

GOSPEL  John 17:1-11 
 

On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, 

asking that those who continue his work in this world will live in unity. 

 

The holy gospel according to John  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked 

up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your 

Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him 

authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you 

have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they may know 

you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I 

glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to 

do. 5So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the 
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glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 

 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave 

me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, 

and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything 

you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to 

me I have given to them, and they have received them and 

know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed 

that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking 

on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave 

me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are 

mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11And now I am no 

longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming 

to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have 

given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Baptized and Set Free      ELW 453 

1 We are people created,  

chosen by God. 

 Then we're washed, ever gently,  

in mercy and love. 

 Sin has power no more.  

Jesus opened the door 

 to a fountain bringing healing,  

and wholeness and more. 

 

2 We are fed and we're nourished,  
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filled and refreshed. 

 Then our hunger returns and  

again we are blessed. 

 For whatever the need,  

God is greater indeed: 

 endless ocean, always deeper  

than all of our need. 

 

3 We are nourished by water,  

all living things, 

 and by life that the Spirit  

abundantly brings. 

 As we journey toward home,  

may your presence be known: 

 precious river, ever-flowing,  

now carry us home. 

 

4 Now with praise and thanksgiving,  

we join the song. 

 All are welcome! We gather  

to sing loud and strong. 

 Not enslaved, but set free!  

From now on, all will be 

 one in Jesus, one in water,  

baptized and set free! 
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The Sacrament of Holy Baptism for Louis Luther, child of Vicki 

Trudel and Brett Dube.  Sponsors:  Ally Dellaquilla and Casey 

Camacho 

 

PRESENTATION 
Candidates for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the ministers at 

the font. The assembly is seated. 

 

P. God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into 

a living hope through the sacrament of baptism. By water and 

the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to 

new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in 

the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, 

and joined in God's mission for the life of the world. 

 

The sponsors present the candidate: 

I present Louis Luther for baptism. 

 

P. Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of 

God, do you desire to have Louis baptized into Christ? 
 

Response: I do. 

 

P. As you bring Louis to receive the gift of baptism, you are 

entrusted with responsibilities: 

to live with him among God's faithful people, 

bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 

teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten 

Commandments, 
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place in his hands the holy scriptures, 

and nurture him in faith and prayer, 

so that Louis may learn to trust God, 

proclaim Christ through word and deed, 

care for others and the world God made, 

and work for justice and peace. 

Do you promise to help Louis grow in the Christian faith and 

life? 

 

Response: I do. 

 

P. Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Louis in the Christian faith 

as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help him live in 

the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church? 

Response: I do. 
 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly: 

People of God, do you promise to support Louis and pray for 

him in his new life in Christ? 

We do. 
 

The assembly stands. 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

 

I ask you as the community of faith to profess your faith in Christ 

Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
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Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

We renounce them. 

 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against 

God? 

We renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

We renounce them. 

 

P. Do you believe in God the Father? 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 
 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 

 

P. The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P. We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit 

moved over the waters and by your Word you created the 

world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the 

waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and 

through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into 

freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and 

anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death 

and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and 

death and raise us up to live in you. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that 

Louis who is washed in the waters of baptism may be given 
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new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

The assembly may be seated. 

 

BAPTISM 

 

Louis Luther, I baptize you in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

P. You belong to Christ, 

in whom you have been baptized. 

Alleluia.  Alleluia! 

 

Let us pray. 

P. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy 

Spirit you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse Louis 

from sin, and raise him to eternal life. 

 

Sustain Louis with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom 

and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 

presence, both now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Louis Luther, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy 

Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever. 

Amen. 
 

WELCOME 
 

A lighted candle is given to one of the sponsors to hold for Louis: 

A.M. Let your light so shine before others 

that they may see your good works 

and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 

In response to Louis being presented to the congregation, the people say:  

 

We welcome you Louis! 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission 

we share:  join us in giving thanks and praise to God 

and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the 

world. 
 

HYMN    Cradling Children in His Arm                ELW 444 

Sing Twice 
 

Cradling children in his arm, 

 Jesus gave his blessing. 

 To our babes a welcome warm 

 he is yet addressing. 

 Take them, Lord, give life anew 

 in the living waters! 

 Keep them always near to you 

 as your sons and daughters! 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

A United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray 

for the church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 

A  God of harmony, as you drew your son to your side, you 

draw us to you and unite us with the planet and one another. 

Weave your church together in a web of mutual love for the 

sake of the world. 

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

A  As your Spirit hovered over the waters of creation, so your 

Spirit hovers over all that you have made. Bless the water that 

sustains the planet and grant wisdom to use it wisely.  

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

A  You empower your people with the fire of your Spirit. 

Challenge activists and organizers, teachers and politicians, 

and all in leadership to speak a message of peace and justice. 

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 
 

A  You care for all your children. Show your steadfast love to 

those suffering isolation, especially exiles, refugees, or prisoners. 

Break the chains of all held fast by systemic oppression of any 

kind. Comfort all who are afraid or suffering from 

illness especially Bill, Dean, Jean, Shaun, Pat, Nick, Bill, Marge, 

Arthur, Jim, Callum, Paul, Charles, Steven, Johanna, Carole, 

Trudi, Anna, Marie, Jean, Pat and Dan, and those we name, 

here aloud or in the silence of our hearts. 
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(Pause for silence) 

 

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 

 

A  We give thanks that humankind serves as your body in the 

world, stewarding your abundant gifts. Guide this 

congregation’s leaders as they seek your will. We pray for our 

staff and council. 

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

A  You raise your saints to new life in Christ. We give you thanks 

for all your saints who have given us glimpses of your 

redeeming love. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

A  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our 

prayers and praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through 

Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SHARE THE PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

+MEAL+ 

God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, 

including the care of those in need.  
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HANDBELL CHOIR ANTHEM  That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright 

                                             Arr.  S. Eithun                           

 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN  God Extends an Invitation    ELW 486 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray: 

Generous God, 

in this meal you offer your very self. 

We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. 

In the breaking of this bread 

reveal to us the Risen One. 

In the pouring of this wine 

pour us out in service to the world; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 

DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
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who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses 

of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                              ACS     Pg. 36

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

O God most mighty, 

O God most merciful, 

O God our rock and our salvation, 

hear us as we praise, 

call us to your table, 

grant us your life. 

 

When the earth was a formless void, 

you formed order and beauty. 

When Abraham and Sarah were barren, 

you sent them a child; 

When the Israelites were enslaved, 

you led them to freedom. 

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, 

and the psalmists cried out for healing, 

and full of compassion, you granted the people your life. 

 

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. 

He was born among the poor, 

he lived under oppression, 

he wept over the city. 

With infinite love, he granted the people your life. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, 

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen.  Amen. 

Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen.  Amen. 

Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. 

Amen. 
 

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. 

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. 

O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one. 

O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope. 
 

O God most majestic, O God most motherly, 

O God our strength and our song, 

you show us a vision of a tree of life 

with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. 

Grant us such life, 

the life of the Father to the Son, 

the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, 

life in you, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER    

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

COMMUNION  
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COMMUNION HYMN    “Be Known To Us in the Breaking of the  

        Bread…”  ACS pg. 40 

 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 

and keep you in his grace. 

Amen 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray: 

Gracious God, 

in you we live and move and have our being. 

With your word and this meal of grace, 

you have nourished our life together. 

Strengthen us to show your love 

and serve the world in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

+SENDING+ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

 

BLESSING 

The God of all, 

who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, 

bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 

to live in the new creation.   Amen. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN       Thine the Amen         ELW 826 

 

1 Thine the amen thine the praise 

 alleluias angels raise 

 thine the everlasting head 

 thine the breaking of the bread 

 thine the glory thine the story 

 thine the harvest then the cup 

 thine the vineyard then the cup 

 is lifted up lifted up. 

 

2 Thine the life eternally 

 thine the promise let there be 

 thine the vision thine the tree 

 all the earth on bended knee 

 gone the nailing gone the railing 

 gone the pleading gone the cry 

 gone the sighing gone the dying 

 what was loss lifted high. 

 

3 Thine the truly thine the yes 

 thine the table we the guest 

 thine the mercy all from thee 

 thine the glory yet to be 

 then the ringing and the singing 

 then the end of all the war 

 thine the living thine the loving 

 evermore evermore. 

 



30 
 

4 Thine the kingdom thine the prize 

 thine the wonder full surprise 

 thine the banquet then the praise 

 then the justice of thy ways 

 thine the glory thine the story 

 then the welcome to the least 

 then the wonder all increasing 

 at thy feast at thy feast. 

 

5 Thine the glory in the night 

 no more dying only light 

 thine the river thine the tree 

 then the Lamb eternally 

 then the holy holy holy 

 celebration jubilee 

 thine the splendor thine the brightness 
 only thee only thee. 

 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE  
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The Rev. Les Swenson, Deacon Gwynne Hopko 

Assistant Minister:  Bob Herold 

Lector:  Paul Martin 

Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Kyle Galvin, Noah Galvin 

Ushers: Donna Ropp, Rosemarie Tessman 

Altar Guild: Emily Gdovin, Matthew Girard, Nancy Carpenter 
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Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
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Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service 
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GIFTS TO THE GENERAL FUND WERE  

GIVEN  IN LOVING MEMORY OF:  BY: 

 

Eleanor O’Regan    Joan Strecker 

Eleanor O’Regan    Joan and Louis Usala, Jr. 

Eleanor O’Regan    Kathleen and Eric Waltz 

Eleanor O’Regan    Joan and Bob Lagasse 

 

 

 

 

 


