
 

 

  

May 14, 2023 

 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 Service of Holy Communion 

Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, 

Jesus comes to abide with his disciples of every generation. As 

Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that the risen Christ 

dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism 

and pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit 

will transform us to be the body of the risen Christ in the world. 
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+GATHERING+ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God. 

 

WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE   Children of the Heavenly Father 

                  Arr.  E Broughton 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 

the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

by whose hand we are given new birth, 

by whose speaking we are given new life. 

Amen. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are welcomed, restored, and supported 

as citizens of the new creation. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

Holy God, 

holy and merciful, 

holy and mighty, 

you are the river of life, 

you are the everlasting wellspring. 
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In mercy and might you have freed us from death 

and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. 

In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, 

and in them we are born anew. 

 

Water may be poured into the font as the thanksgiving 

continues. 

 

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, 

for rivers and streams. 

Honor to you for waters that wash us clean, 

quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. 

Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, 

the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation. 

 

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. 

Empower our witness to your resurrection. 

Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 

 

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. 

Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment. 

Where despair prevails, grant hope. 

Where chaos reigns, bring peace. 

We ask this through Christ, 

who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN  The Trumpet Sounds  ELW 531 

 

1 The trumpets sound, the angels sing, the feast is 

ready to begin.  The gates of heav’n are open wide, 

and Jesus  welcomes you inside. 

 

2 Tables area laden with good things, oh, taste the 

peace and joy he brings.  He’ll fill you up with love divine, 

he’ll turn your water into wine. 

 

3 The hungry heart he satisfies, offers the 

poor his paradise.  Now hear all heav’n and earth 

applaud the amazing goodness of the Lord. 

 

Refrain:  Sing with thankfulness songs of pure delight. 

                Come and revel in heaven’s love and light. 

       Take your place at the table of the King.  The 

                feast is ready to begin;  the feast is ready to begin. 

                 

  

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.                                                          
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HYMN OF PRAISE      Praise, Praise, Praise  the Lord   ELW 875 

Introduction by choir, then all sing 2 Times   
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PRAYER OF THE DAY.  

Let us pray.  

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in 

heaven and on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers 

of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your 

truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 

 

+WORD+ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.  

 

CHILDRENS’ BIBLE STORY TIME  

Children may leave worship with the teachers for  

Bible Story Time.  They will return during the Hymn of the Day.  

 

FIRST READING                  Acts  17:22-31 
In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks 

who know nothing of either Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims that 

the “unknown god” whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and 

earth who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom God has 

raised from the dead. 

A reading from Acts. 

22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I 

see how extremely religious you are in every way. 23For as I 

went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of 

your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, 

‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, 
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this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and 

everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not 

live in shrines made by human hands, 25nor is he served by 

human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself 

gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26From one 

ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and 

he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of 

the places where they would live, 27so that they would search 

for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though 

indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28For ‘In him we live 

and move and have our being’; as even some of your own 

poets have said, 

 ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the 

deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art 

and imagination of mortals. 30While God has overlooked the 

times of human ignorance, now he commands all people 

everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which 

he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom 

he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by 

raising him from the dead.”   

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM   Psalm 66:8-20 

 
8Bless our God, you peoples; 

  let the sound of praise be heard. 

 9Our God has kept us among the living 

  and has not allowed our feet to slip.  

 10For you, O God, have tested us; 

  you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

 11You brought us into the net; 

  you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

 12You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire  

       and water, but you brought us out into a place of  

       refreshment. 

 13I will enter your house with burnt offerings 

  and will pay you my vows— 

 14those that I promised with my lips 

  and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 

 15I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of  

      rams;  I will give you oxen and goats.  

 16Come and listen, all you who believe, 

  and I will tell you what God has done for me. 

 17I called out to God with my mouth, 

  and praised the Lord with my tongue. 

 18If I had cherished evil in my heart, 

  the Lord would not have heard me; 

 19but in truth God has heard me 

  and has attended to the sound of my prayer. 

 20Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, 

  nor withheld unfailing love from me.  
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SECOND READING  1 Peter 3:13-22 
 

The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even in the 

face of defamation and persecution. In baptism we are made clean to 

act in accordance with what is right. 
 

A reading from 1Peter. 
 

13Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14But 

even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do 

not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15but in 

your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make 

your defense to anyone who demands from you an 

accounting for the hope that is in you; 16yet do it with 

gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so 

that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your 

good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to 

suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to 

suffer for doing evil. 18For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, 

the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. 

He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in 

which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in 

prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited 

patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in 

which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through 

water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—

not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to 

God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of 

God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

Word of God, word of life.   Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                ACS Pg. 33 

 
Those who love me will keep my word, and my Fa- | ther will 

love them,* and we will come to them and make our | home 

with them. 

Repeat Acclamation 

  

GOSPEL  John 14:15-21 
 

In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages 

obedience to his commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be 

with them forever. 

 

The holy gospel according to John  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If you love me, you will keep my 

commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give 

you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit 

of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither 
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sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with 

you, and he will be in you. 

 18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a 

little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; 

because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will know 

that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They who 

have my commandments and keep them are those who love 

me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I 

will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  We Are Baptized    ELW 451 

1 We are baptized in Christ Jesus, 

 we are baptized in his death; 

 that as Christ is raised victorious, 

 we might live a brand new life. 

 And if we have been united 

 in a dreadful death like his, 

 we will all be reunited, for he lives. 

 

2 In the water and the witness, 

 in the breaking of the bread, 

 in the waiting arms of Jesus 

 who is risen from the dead, 

 God has made a new beginning 

 from the ashes of our past; 

 in the losing and the winning we hold fast. 
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3 Glory be to God the Father, 

 glory be to Christ the Son, 

 glory to the Holy Spirit, 

 ever three and ever one; 

 as it was in the beginning, 

 glory now resounds again 

 in a song that has no ending. Amen 

 

NICENE CREED   

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 
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in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray 

for the church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 

A  God our faithful companion, you promise to never leave us 

and to send your Spirit to guide us in wisdom and truth. Send 

your people into the world to serve as mirrors that reflect and 

magnify your love. 

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

A  All the earth sings praises to you. Grant your care to the 

creatures, plants, and places that are suffering, and equip us to 

respond to their song. Make us agents of restoration and 

refreshment for all your beloved creation. 
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Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

A  You call all people of the world your children. Judge the 

nations justly, show mercy to all who are oppressed, and speak 

truth to power through your prophets.  

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 
 

A  Nurturing Lord, you sent your Spirit to grant us peace. Make 

your presence known to those who feel abandoned or alone, 

and to all who are sick or grieving especially Bill, Dean, Jean, 

Shaun, Pat, Nick, Bill, Marge, Arthur, Jim, Callum, Paul, Charles, 

Steven, Johanna, Carole, Trudi, Anna, Marie, Jean, Pat and 

Dan, and those we name, here aloud or in the silence of our 

hearts. 

 

(Pause for silence) 

 

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 

 

A  You hold us in your loving care. We pray for mothers and 

mother figures. Console all who long to be mothers, children 

estranged from their mothers, anyone grieving the death of a 

mother, and mothers who have lost a child. Support all for 

whom this day is difficult. 

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

A  Almighty God, you give life and breath to all things. We give 

thanks for the apostle Matthias and all your saints.  Sustain us by 

your love until we join the saints in glory. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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A  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our 

prayers and praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through 

Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

SHARE THE PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

+MEAL+ 

God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, 

including the care of those in need.  

 

CHOIR ANTHEM   Children of the Heavenly Father 

                              Arr. Dan Forrest 

 

Children of the Heavenly Father safely in his bosom gather, 

Nestling bird not star in Heaven such a refuge e’er was given 

God his own doth tend and nourish, in His holy courts they 

flourish; 

From all evil things He spares them, in his mighty arms He bears 

them. 

Neither life nor death shall ever, From the Lord his children 

sever, 

Unto them His grace He showeth, and their sorrows all He 

knoweth. 
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Though He giveth or He taketh, God His children ne’er 

forsaketh; 

His the loving purpose solely, To preserve them pure and holy. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN  God Extends an Invitation    ELW 486 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray: 

Generous God, 

in this meal you offer your very self. 

We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. 

In the breaking of this bread 

reveal to us the Risen One. 

In the pouring of this wine 

pour us out in service to the world; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 

DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses 

of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                              ACS     Pg. 36

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

O God most mighty, 

O God most merciful, 

O God our rock and our salvation, 

hear us as we praise, 

call us to your table, 

grant us your life. 

 

When the earth was a formless void, 

you formed order and beauty. 

When Abraham and Sarah were barren, 

you sent them a child; 

When the Israelites were enslaved, 

you led them to freedom. 

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, 

and the psalmists cried out for healing, 

and full of compassion, you granted the people your life. 

 

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. 

He was born among the poor, 

he lived under oppression, 

he wept over the city. 

With infinite love, he granted the people your life. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, 

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen.  Amen. 

Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen.  Amen. 

Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. 

Amen. 
 

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. 

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. 

O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one. 

O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope. 
 

O God most majestic, O God most motherly, 

O God our strength and our song, 

you show us a vision of a tree of life 

with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. 

Grant us such life, 

the life of the Father to the Son, 

the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, 

life in you, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
You are invited to come forward down the center aisle to the altar railing 

receive the Meal today.  Please fill in along the railing from the pulpit to 

lectern sides.  You may either stand or kneel to receive the Meal.  The 

Meal will be served continuously.  After you have received the Meal and 

after a quiet prayer of thanksgiving you may return to your seats via the 

side aisles.  Gluten free wafers are available as an alternative.  Please ask.  

White grape juice, in the center ring of each serving tray, is available as 

an alternative to the wine.  Praise God for the life giving presence of the 

crucified-risen Christ in the bread and wine of this holy meal! 

 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

COMMUNION  
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COMMUNION HYMN    “Be Known To Us in the Breaking of the  

        Bread…”  ACS pg. 40 

 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 

and keep you in his grace. 

Amen 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray: 

Gracious God, 

in you we live and move and have our being. 

With your word and this meal of grace, 

you have nourished our life together. 

Strengthen us to show your love 

and serve the world in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

+SENDING+ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

BLESSING 

The God of all, 

who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, 

bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 

to live in the new creation.   Amen. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  The Lord Now Sends Us Forth   ELW 538 

 

The Lord now sends us forth  

with hands to serve and give, 

 to make of all the earth  

a better place to live.  Repeat 

 

 The angels are not sent  

into our world of pain 

 to do what we were meant  

to do in Jesus' name; 

 that falls to you and me  

and all who are made free. 

 Help us, O Lord, we pray,  

to do your will today.  Repeat 

 

 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE  

 

WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, May 14, 2023 

The Rev. Geoff Sinibaldo, Deacon Gwynne Hopko 

Assistant Minister:  Jill Little 

Lector:  Mike Beaudoin 

Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Kyle Galvin, Noah Galvin 

Ushers: Donna Ropp, Rosemarie Tessman 

Altar Guild: Emily Gdovin, Matthew Girard, Nancy Carpenter 
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