
 

 

  

April 30, 2023 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 Service of Holy Communion 

Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is 

called the “gate” of the sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ 

opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our heads with oil 

and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday 

he spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence and war. 

We go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God’s 

tender care to all creation. 
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+GATHERING+ 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God. 
 

WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE    

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

by whose hand we are given new birth, 

by whose speaking we are given new life. 

Amen. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are welcomed, restored, and supported 

as citizens of the new creation. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

Holy God, 

holy and merciful, 

holy and mighty, 

you are the river of life, 

you are the everlasting wellspring. 

 

In mercy and might you have freed us from death 

and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. 

In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, 

and in them we are born anew. 

 

Water may be poured into the font as the thanksgiving 

continues. 

 

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, 

for rivers and streams. 

Honor to you for waters that wash us clean, 



3 
 
quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. 

Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, 

the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation. 

 

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. 

Empower our witness to your resurrection. 

Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 

 

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. 

Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment. 

Where despair prevails, grant hope. 

Where chaos reigns, bring peace. 

We ask this through Christ, 

who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing 

           ELW 385 

1 Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing! 

 Now is the triumph of our king! 

 To all the world glad news we bring: 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

2 The Lord of life is ris'n this day; 

 death's mighty stone is rolled away; 

 let all the world rejoice and say: 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

3 Praise we in songs of victory 

 that love, that life, which cannot die, 

 and sing with hearts uplifted high: 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

4 Your name we bless, O risen Lord, 

 and sing today with one accord, 

 the life laid down, the life restored: 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.                                                             

 

HYMN OF PRAISE      Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord  ELW 875   

Sing 2 times   
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PRAYER OF THE DAY.  

Let us pray.  

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead 

us to safety through the valleys of death. Guide us by your 

voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous 

feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

+WORD+ 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.  

 

CHILDRENS’ BIBLE STORY TIME  

Children may leave worship with the teachers for  

Bible Story Time.  They will return during the Hymn of the Day.  

 

FIRST READING                  Acts  2:42-47 
Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following 

Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured 

out on God’s people. The new community is sustained in worship and 

fellowship, shares what they have, and ensures that everyone has 

enough. 

A reading from Acts. 

42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 

and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 

 43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and 

signs were being done by the apostles. 44All who believed were 

together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their 

possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as 

any had need. 46Day by day, as they spent much time together 

in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food 

with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the 

goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to 

their number those who were being saved. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM  The King of Love My Shepherd Is   ELW 502 
 

1 The King of love my shepherd is, 

 whose goodness faileth never; 

 I nothing lack if I am his 

 and he is mine forever. 

 

2 Where streams of living water flow, 

 my ransomed soul he leadeth 

 and, where the verdant pastures grow, 

 with food celestial feedeth. 

 

3 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 

 but yet in love he sought me, 

 and on his shoulder gently laid, 

 and home, rejoicing, brought me. 

 

4 In death's dark vale I fear no ill, 

 with thee, dear Lord, beside me, 

 thy rod and staff my comfort still; 

 thy cross before to guide me. 

 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

 thine unction grace bestoweth; 

 and, oh, what transport of delight 

 from thy pure chalice floweth! 

 

6 And so, through all the length of days, 

 thy goodness faileth never. 

 Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 

 within thy house forever. 

 

SECOND READING  1 Peter 2:19-25 
 

Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience 

difficulties, hardships, rejection, or even suffering. Here Christ is 

presented as the model for our path of endurance and loyalty to 

God, particularly amid adversity. 
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A reading from 1Peter. 

 
19It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain 

while suffering unjustly. 20If you endure when you are beaten for 

doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you 

do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 21For to this 

you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, 

leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 

 22“He committed no sin, 

  and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he 

suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the 

one who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on 

the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; 

by his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were going 

astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd 

and guardian of your souls. 

Word of God, word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                ACS Pg. 33 

 
Jesus says, I am | the good shepherd.* I know my own and 

my | own know me. 

Repeat Acclamation 
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GOSPEL  John 10:1-10 
 

Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point 

about spiritual leadership. Those who listen to Jesus are led to 

abundant life. 

 

The holy gospel according to John  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter 

the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a 

thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the 

shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for 

him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by 

name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his 

own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him 

because they know his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, 

but they will run from him because they do not know the voice 

of strangers.” 6Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but 

they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

 7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the 

gate for the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and 

bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. 

Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go 

out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and 

destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it 

abundantly.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

SERMON 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Have No Fear, Little Flock  ELW 764 

1 Have no fear, little flock; 

 have no fear, little flock, 

 for the Father has chosen 

 to give you the kingdom; 

 have no fear, little flock! 
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2 Have good cheer, little flock; 

 have good cheer, little flock, 

 for the Father will keep you 

 in his love forever; 

 have good cheer, little flock! 

 

3 Praise the Lord high above; 

 praise the Lord high above, 

 for he stoops down to heal you, 

 uplift and restore you; 

 praise the Lord high above! 

 

4 Thankful hearts raise to God; 

 thankful hearts raise to God, 

 for he stays close beside you, 

 in all things works with you; 

      thankful hearts raise to God 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 
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in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

… Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great. 

…. Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our 

prayers and praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through 

Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 
 

 

SHARE THE PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

+MEAL+ 

God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, 

including the care of those in need.  
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OFFERTORY HYMN  God Extends an Invitation    ELW 486 
  

God extends an invitation 

 to the table of creation, 

 where there's wine and light and bread. 

 Here we gather in thanksgiving 

 and we offer all our living. 

 Here the feast of life is spread; 

 here the feast of life is spread. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray: 

Generous God, 

in this meal you offer your very self. 

We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. 

In the breaking of this bread 

reveal to us the Risen One. 

In the pouring of this wine 

pour us out in service to the world; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 

DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 



12 
 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses 

of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                              ACS     Pg. 36

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

O God most mighty, 

O God most merciful, 

O God our rock and our salvation, 

hear us as we praise, 
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call us to your table, 

grant us your life. 
 

When the earth was a formless void, 

you formed order and beauty. 

When Abraham and Sarah were barren, 

you sent them a child; 

When the Israelites were enslaved, 

you led them to freedom. 

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, 

and the psalmists cried out for healing, 

and full of compassion, you granted the people your life. 
 

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. 

He was born among the poor, 

he lived under oppression, 

he wept over the city. 

With infinite love, he granted the people your life. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, 

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen.  Amen. 

Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen.  Amen. 

Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. 

Amen. 
 

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. 

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. 

O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one. 

O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope. 
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O God most majestic, O God most motherly, 

O God our strength and our song, 

you show us a vision of a tree of life 

with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. 

Grant us such life, 

the life of the Father to the Son, 

the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, 

life in you, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
You are invited to come forward down the center aisle to the altar 

railing receive the Meal today.  Please fill in along the railing from the 

pulpit to lectern sides.  You may either stand or kneel to receive the 

Meal.  The Meal will be served continuously.  After you have received 

the Meal and after a quiet prayer of thanksgiving you may return to 

your seats via the side aisles.  Gluten free wafers are available as an 

alternative.  Please ask.  White grape juice, in the center ring of each 

serving tray, is available as an alternative to the wine.  Praise God for 

the life giving presence of the crucified-risen Christ in the bread and 

wine of this holy meal! 
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Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

COMMUNION  

 

COMMUNION HYMN    “Be Known To Us in the Breaking of the  

        Bread…”  ACS pg. 40 

 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 

and keep you in his grace. 

Amen 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray: 

Gracious God, 

in you we live and move and have our being. 

With your word and this meal of grace, 

you have nourished our life together. 

Strengthen us to show your love 

and serve the world in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

+SENDING+ 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
 

BLESSING 

The God of all, 

who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, 

bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 

to live in the new creation.   Amen. 

Amen. 

 

 

SENDING HYMN  The Day of Resurrection    ELW 361 
 

 

1 The day of resurrection! 

 Earth, tell it out abroad, 

 the passover of gladness, 

 the passover of God. 

 From death to life eternal, 

 from sin's dominion free, 

 our Christ has brought us over 

 with hymns of victory. 

 

2 Let hearts be purged of evil 

 that we may see aright 

 the Lord in rays eternal 

 of resurrection light, 

 and list'ning to his accents, 

 may hear, so calm and plain, 

 his own "All hail!" and hearing, 

 may raise the glad refrain. 

 

3 Now let the heav'ns be joyful, 

 let earth its song begin, 

 the round world keep high triumph 

 and all that is therein. 

 Let all things, seen and unseen, 

 their notes of gladness blend; 

 for Christ the Lord has risen, 

 our joy that has no end! 
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4 All praise to God the Father, 

 all praise to Christ the Son, 

 all praise to God the Spirit, 

 eternal Three in One! 

Let all the ransomed number  

 fall down before the throne, 

 and honor, pow'r, and glory 

 ascribe to God alone! 

 
 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE  

WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, April 30, 2023 

The Rev. Les Swenson 

Guest Pianist:  Carol Yachanin 

Assistant Minister:  Arlene Creswell 

Lector: Mike Beaudoin 

Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Kyle Galvin, Noah Galvin 

Ushers: Tina Beaudoin, Gerald Beaudoin, Carol Emond 

Altar Guild: Denise Martin  

 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#26763.  

Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE with license #A-724528.  All rights reserved. 
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An Abundant Life 

 

Abundant life is promised to those who follow Jesus. But what is 

meant by abundant life? Some Christians, and much of 

contemporary American culture, interpret an abundant life to 

mean the “good life” of many fine things, an opulent lifestyle. 

Much of our economy and leisure time revolves around 

consumerism—shopping and buying things which we hope will 

make us happier and our lives better. But an abundance of 

things does not necessarily lead to an abundant life. 

What does Jesus mean when he says that he came so that we 

may have an abundant life? Psalm 23 provides us with a good 

illustration of what Jesus is promising to his followers. The psalm 

imagines an abundant life not in material terms but in relational 

terms. An abundant life is one lived in the presence of God, in 

the company of the Lord. Whether one is in green pastures or 

the darkest valley, there is nothing to want, because God is 

present. We are in the gracious and generous care of our Lord 

through times of material abundance and in times of want and 

scarcity. This relationship between our Lord and us who are his 

followers is a relationship with one who knows us abundantly, 

who knows us by name, and who knows what we truly need to 

be fulfilled. The image of Jesus as our shepherd reminds us that 

he is with us at all times, and our relationship with him provides 

us all we need. 

 

 
 

 

 

 


