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A MESSAGE FROM PAST®

Dear Friends in Christ,

The church year brings us
from Advent, a season of
expectant and hopeful
waiting, to the 12 day
Christmas celebration of the
Nativity, to Epiphany. Th e
Epiphany of our Lord (Jan.
6), and the Sundays that
follow are meant to open
our eyes us so that we might
experience our own
Oepi phanyo
means to follow Christ.

As we ponder the story
of the wise men who are led
by the star to the baby
Jesus, we are reminded that
the ones bearing gifts
become the recipients of a
gift beyond compare. They
find themselves in the
presence of the one who is
the Prince of Peace and
Lord of all creation. Their
giving leads to blessing. So
it is with us.

As we visit the sick and
the dying, as we comfort
the bereaved and as we
care for those who are
lonely, hungry or otherwise
in need, we discover again
and again that we receive
far more than we give.

Many of you know this from
personal experience.
Whenever we reach out to
others in Christian love, we
can expect to encounter

Christ himself. As Jesus said,
OWhen you do [ttt

of w

to the least of my brothers
and sisters, you do them

unt o me. 06

One epiphany that |
pray we will all experience
is that there is blessing to
be found wheneyv
offer with joy and
thanksgiv ing what [God]
has first given us,
ourselves, our time and our
possessionséd P
Epiphany story may lead us
to our own opportunities
for faithful stewardship.

k Time-Consider that the

magi from the East made PG

a long and difficult 2

journey. Certainly th ere

were other things that

they could have been

doing, yet they took the

time to come and pay

homage to Jesus. When

we make it a priority to

set aside time to come

and worship, we discover

that the risen Christ is

there to meet us. Apart

from being an obl igation

of obedience

command, (O0Re

the Sabbath day to keep

it holy,)o

the worship life of our

community of faith is a

privilege and gift. Thanks

be to God that so many
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

December was a great month for the Sunday -Sc hool . Once again webo
Dave and JB Cole f or writing and directing another W
to thank parents for helping and encouraging their children to perform. Most

importantly we congratulate the students on a wonderful job in the pageant and for
completing their fall clas ses.

For the winter classes, students will continue with their class work and fun activities.

Pastor Paul will be meeting with each class starting in January in order to interact

with and get to know the students. We and Pastor Paul would like parents to attend
class those Sundays as well.

Starting this month, Brian Tessman will be assisting with the second grade class.

Wedre | ooking forward to a fun, productive an
Please remember due to the annual meeting there wil | be no Sunday-School class on
January 22nd.

The lessons the children will be learning for the month of January:

January 8: Jesusd Baptis-aol)( Mar k 1: 4
January 15: God Calls Samuel (1 Samuel 3:1-20)
January 22: Jonah and the Big Fish (Jonah 1 -4)
January 29: Teaching and Healing (Mark 1:21 -28)
Sunday School currently has a need substitute teachers. If you are i nterested please

speak with Alex or Wendy Carros. We hope you will prayerfully consider joining
Sunday school .

ALTAR FLOWERS
Donations of fresh flowers will be gladly accepted to help beautify our church
altar. You may choee where to buy, what to buy, and how much to spend, but m{
be able to deliver flowers to church in time for servid®dease consider signing up
and perhaps dedicating your flowens memory of or in honor ofspecial person,
family, or cause. Sign up sieetison t he Whats3s Happening
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WOMENOG®GS GUI LD

Once again we had a terrific turn -out for our Christmas party/pot -luck! Mother
Nature continued to cooperate. In addition to other gifts, we also voted to
purchase food supplies for the Christian Fellowship Center.

There are NO meetings scheduled for January and February.
We would like to express our thanks to all members of the congregation who
were so generous and contributed so many gifts for the residents of Sherid en

Woods Health Care Center. They are greatly appreciated.

We also send many wishes for a happy, healthy and blessed 2012!

St . Andrewds OAngel s

It is not how much you do, but Pitdés how much
Mother Theresa

| f you know s omeone towécognigeofar dheir dontrikbetion to our

church, pl ease take a moment to fil/l out a
Chesto in the fellowship hall. Pl ace a comp
person youdd | i ke to recogni ze hmonth,lwe wid ox a
recogni ze St. Andrewds OAngel sdé i n our news

Ministry of St. Andrew will be recognized during a Sunday morning service

BE SURE T@HECKTHE WHATO06S HAPPENI NG BOARI
GOOD WORKS THAT HAVE BEEN DONE THIS HOLIDAY SEASON BY TH
LOVING MEMBERS OF ST. ANDREW!
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of you are experiencing this gift on a regular basis.

k Talent- Consider that the magi used their knowledge of the night sky to find their way to Jesu S.
Whenever we use our God -given abilities for the benefit of others God is pleased and promises a
blessing. As Frederick Buechener has written, our true calling or vocation is the place where our
deep passion intersects with a real need in the world. No m atter what gifts you have, whether you
are musical, mechanical, hospitable, studious, gregarious, a planner or a doer, wherever you r gifts
lie, | encourage you to find at least one way to share your talents at St. Andrew.

k Treasure-The magi brought their m ost precious possessions as gifts for Jesus. Scripture reminds us
that we are to give our ofirst fruitsoéo to God. T
all strive for. Proportionate giving in  support of the ministry that God has entrust  ed to us is an
obligation and a blessing. Thanks to all of you who are so faithful in your weekly offerings and who
have made generous, ongoing support of our congregation a priority. May your example lead
others to their own epiphany of stewardship as a C hristian duty and joy.

Blessed Epiphany,
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Choir Loft view of Christmas Eve Service by Karen Biernat
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CHO IR N EW S

N

The nextHYMN SING will be on Sunday, January 22 at the beginning of the
worship service.Take some time to browse through the hymnal and find the
number of a hymn you would like to have sung that mornimfgthere is a special
reason for your choice, the congregation would be interested to hear what it i

THANK YOU to all the musicians who shared their talents on Christmas Eve as

singers, handbell ringers and instrumentalistsThe Voice Choir was pleased to
have nine additional singers join them to form a Christmas Choir.The
instrumentalistswere all members of St. Andrew- Corey Caron, Kyle Caron,
Dan Golden and Britt Rescsanski and we are thankful for the joyous sound
that their playing added to our Christmas celebration. And many thanks to our
standing choirs- the Youth choir, Voice choir and Handbell choir - for the

beautiful music that they contributed to all of our Advent and Christmas services
throughout the season.
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G COAT DRIVE

Did you get a new coat for Christmas? Maybe a scarf and glove
set? Why not bring your old coats, gloves, scarves, mittens, or hat to
church! (New items are also gladly accepted)
Although we have been experiencing unseasonably warm weather,
there are those who donot even own a
those cold nights and the snow that is bo und to come soon!

Donations will be made to The Clothing Rack at First Lutheran in New
Britain. Fi r st Lutheran is uniquely situa
main homeless shelters and an ideal location for all those in need to
obtain warm clothing to ge t them through the season. Remember,
there are some who do not go to a shelter on those bitter cold nights
but choose to stay out in the elements.

Sleeping bags and blankets are also in demand.
All donations (cleaned & laundered) can be leftin the coa t closet
and will be delivered to First Lutheran at the end of the month.

w

GENERAL GREETING CARDS and all types of CHRISTMAS
cards, which you would normally discard, are gratefully accepted for
adjusting and recycling.

An adjusted card was inserted into every stocking and shoe box
Christmas gift given to the needy. The card told of the birth of Jesus. It
included encouraging wishes. St. Andrew Parish was noted as the giver.

See the sample card attached to the receiving basket on a table in the Fellowship

Hall. It is located near the doorway to the lobby near the offices. Call Trudi @
860-583-0554 with questions.
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The Friendship Pad---A Great Way To Connect!

Thereds a buzz going about St . Andrewds now ang
ongoing efforts to seek greater connection with each other, with the church, with

Pastor Paul and all of our SAELC ministries. One of these effor ts began almost a year
with the Worship Committee exploring options to the pew cards that register each
member ds annual participation in Holy Communi of
those cards in the last 12 months or not? Then the discussion le d to the visitor
registration, prayer requests and requests for a pastoral call.

Thus, the development of the Friendship Pad. Hardly a new invention, a multi -purpose
pad like this has already been in widespread use in churches for years. Each week

wor shipers will write their name and pass the pad to the person next to them and so

on. With this same simple tool we can indicate that we going to receive communion

and whether or not we have any requests for prayer and/or a pastoral call. Also,

visitorscan i dentify themselves. Many of us strugg
names and are embarrassed often enough about that when it happens in church with

people we see on a regular basis. And it bothers me to hear about someone in the

church struggling with a death in the family or other hardship and to not even

recognize who that is. (The new pictorial church directory will be helpful in this regard

t 0o0) Personally, Il &m | ooking forward to our i miy
applaud the work of the  Worship Committee i n getting this going h

WEDNESDAY MORNING BBLE STUDY:Join us for an informal time

of coffee and conversation as we work our way through the bible guided by
Donald KnutiBoéodbl e®3:Te&ts | | | uWednesdag drond 10:0B-a ¢ h
11:00, one verse (3:16) from a book of the bible serves as the starting point for

our discussion. No preparation or past bible study experience is required. Come

and see how Godds Word speaks to us today.

A big THANK YOUto all members who helped with the Christmas Shoe Box
Project. We did it! Fifty gift wrapped shoe boxes were delivered to two shelters
over and above the 39 they were asking for. The donations were creative,

practical and plentiful. Organizing, wrapping and filling the boxes turned out to
be an impromptu inter -generational workshop on steroids. What joy what
energy that day. | know that Jesus was smiling down on us as we helped

children less fortunate than ourselves this Christmas season.

The towel drive was a great success as well with the addition of Thrivent's grant
money. A total 25 towels and 50 washcloths were delivered to St . Vincent
dePaul facility alone. Thank goodness for our Santa's shoppers who braved the
crowds and traffic to answer the shelters most basic needs.
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April Bishop
Andrew Doty
Sue Landry
Linus Clark
John Fitzgerald

J.B. Cole
Erik Glidden

Andrew Alling
David Cole

Paul Schuler Il
John Morse

Zoé Krampitz
Alex Vertefeuille

Richard Helming
Aiden Trudel

Ryan Burkhardt
Bobbie Scoville
Arthur Potz, Jr.
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Vonda Deveau
Patrick Hall
Laurie Rindfleisch

Donna Quellette
Trudi Wedler
Denise Peabody
Judi Ferro

November 13.
second Sunday of each month
using Setting Two of th

You m ay have noticed something different about the service on
The entire service was done from the piano! On the
, we will be selecting hymns and
e ELW liturgy, which are more conducive to
the use of the piano, similar to what was done on

"Let's Connect" Sunday.




